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POLITICS. 
Interesting Correspondence. 


Ricumonv, Aug. 29, 1840, 
Dear Sir—We take the liberty of addressing you 
once more upon the subject of the proposition, which 
you submitted to the last Congress, for re organizing 
the militia of the U. States. 





tizens of Elizabeth City county, would have dissipated | 
every doubt, which the fruitful ingenuity of party 
had conjured up in relation to this subject. But the 
phrenzy of party spirit is not yet appeased. 
charges are made against the President of the U. S.— 
and we say it with profound regret and mortification, 
even Gen. Wm. H. Harrison himself has condescend- 
ed to mingle in the clamor of his infuriated partizans, 
and to charge the President with a design of adding to 
his strength “an army of 290,000 men.” Under these 
circumstances, we hope we may be excused for mak- 
ing a further call upon you. Give us, if you please, a 
comparative View of your own Plan, and of General 
Harrison's former Propositions. Give us also an ex- 
plicit comparison between your own proposition, and 
the provisions of the present Laws. You have every 
thing in the archives of the Government, which is cal- 
culated to shed light upon these peints.—Present the 
comparative Views in paralle] columns, or in any ether 
form which your own taste may protupt you to adopt; 
and let the world see, how far you have conformed to 
the existing laws,and how far you have fallen short | 
or gone beyond, the proposed innovations, of Gen. Har- 
rison, that we may ju ‘ge of the accuracy and dignity | 
of the criticism, which has arrayed before the public | 
your alleged proposition of an “army of 200,000 men.” | 
We would stop here, Sir, bat our attention has been 
arrested by another charge, which has been made | 
against the President of the United States. A Citizen 
of Virginia, who has abandoned the Republican Party | 
and thrown himself into the arms of the Opposition 
(Wm. C. Rives,) has produced a letter from Samuel S. | 
Phelps, a Senator from the State of Vermont, for the | 
purpose of impugning the credibility of Mr. Van Bn- | 
ren. Mr. Phelps states, that “very early in the present, | 
(the late) session of Congress a bill in fal, ocdesting | 
from the Secretary of War, was laid before the Com- | 
mittee of the Senate on the Militia, of which he 
(Phelps) was a member’’—that “that bill (he supposed,) 
accompanied the annual communication of the Secre- 
tary of War to Congress; was “identical with the 
plan communicated by the Secretary to the Committee 
of the House of Representatives, under date of the 
20th March last’’—and the inference which is drawn 
from this statement is, that your plan in its details 
was prepared at or about the same time with your an- 
nual Report—that it must have been communicated to 
the President; and that he is therefore guilty of duplici- 
ty, in denying all knowledge of the details of your 
plan. This allegation has been pressed with all the 
fury and injustice of party spirit to justify this illiberal 
charge of duplicity upon Mr. Van Buren. We ask you, 
Sir, frankly for an account of this bill, alluded to by 
Samne! 8. Phelps, and triumphantly quoted by Wm. 
C. Rives? —We ask you, as a man of honor, whether 
Mr. Van Buren saw this B ll?—and whether there is 
any statement in his Elizabeth City Letter, which your 
own recollections do not perfeetly confirm? You know, 
Sir, what has pissed between the President and your- 
self—and will you ingenuously tell us, whether there 
be any thing in his Message to Congress, which clash- 
es in any degree with the statements of his Elizabeth 
‘City Letter?—1 hope you will excuse us, for ths call, 
when you recollect the coirse and outrageous charges 
which have been made recently upon the veracity and 
honor of the President of the United States.— You 
know, Sir, what are the points of your Plan, which 
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have been mostly objected to— Will you be good enough 
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to say, whether the developments, which you made of 
that Plan, afterwards, to Congress, were laid before the 
President, at the time he prepared his Annual Message? | 
We hope, Sir, you will find some excuse for our agai 
troubling you upon this subject, in the feverish and | 
outrageous malignity of Whig party feeling. We see | 
what a desperate effort is still making to manufacture | 
some political capital out of this extravagant humbag | 
| of a Standing Army. We have heard with an indig-' 
nation which we should in vain attempt to express, a 
Representative of the People charging the President in| 
the coarsest terns with a want of veracity and of ho- | 
nor. We have seen the Whig Press charging the first | 
officer in the Republic, not only with * prevaricating 
jand equivocating in a most disreputable manner, but | 





, descending much lower than that—to the deliberate ut- 
4 |terance af the most shameless falsehood.” 
We could not help m-/| geen that organ of the Whig Party, to which they are. 
dulging the hope, that the frank and magnanimous let- | t i 
ter which you addressed to the Central Committee on | dignity, gravely arguing upon this note of 8. 8. Phelps, 
the 5th of June last, as well as the explicit letter which | and attempting to fix upon the President not only the 
the President has lately communicated to the four ci-| charge of mystification, but of “ subterfuge’’ and pre- 


We have 


most willing to assign the palm of decency and even) 


varication. Weenclose you this extract from the very 


you will condescend to read and to notice such an illi- 
We ought perhaps to apologise to| 
you, Sir, for calling your attention to such an attack, 
or indeed for troubling you again upon the subject. 

We also beg leave to forward you, the copy of an Ad- 
dress and Introduction, which have been evidently pre- 
pared with no little care—with no little hope of mana- | 
facturing capital from its bold assertions and elaborate | 
sophistry." We think it our duty to lay it before yon, | 
as it might not otherwise reach your eye, that you might 
see what statements are afloatfand judge for yourself. | 
Such attacks emanate from the very hot-bed of Federal 
politics, and are scarcely calculated to shake the confi- | 
dence of the good People of Virginia, in the Adminis- | 
tration. Butas we are unwilling to neglect any honor- | 
ble means whieh may possibly promote our good cause, | 
or to overlook a single humbug, which may affect th. | 
opinions of one honest voter, in ihe nation, we place | 
the pamphlet in your possession, and submit its contents 
to your silence or your criticism. 

Very respectfully yours, 
THOMAS RITCHIE, | 
Secretary of the Central Committee of Virginia. | 
* From the Whig Fauquier Committee. j 
Wasuinxeton, September Sth, 1840. 

Dear Sir—I have the honor to acknowledge the re- | 
ceipt of the letter you have been pleased to addréss me, | 
on the part of the Democratic Central Committee of | 
Virginia, calling upon me for a comparative view of 
my plan for the reorganization of the militia with that | 
of General Harrison, and an explicit comparison be- | 
tween my propositions and the provisions of the exist- | 
ing laws, to be presented in a manner best adapted to. 
show how far | have conformed to those laws, and how 
far I have fallen short, or gone beyond the proposed in- | 
novations of General Harrison, in order that you may 
be enabled to judge of the accuracy and dignity of the | 
criticism, which bas arrayed before the public my al- | 
leged proposition fos a Standing Army of 200,000 men. | 

[ lose no time in complying with your request, and 
herewith transmit statements, which exhibit at one | 
view the contemplated provisions of my plan, those of’! 
the existing laws, and the propositions of General Har- | 
rison, as contained in the Bills submitted by him to! 
Congress in 1817 and ISSIR. These statements will 
enable you to judge how far my plan falls short, or goes | 
beyond General Harrison's. Both projects have the | 
same objects in view, viz: so toorganize and discipline | 
the militia, as to obviate the necessity of maintaining a | 
Standing Army in time of peace—and while the bulk 
of our fellow-citizens are relieved from onerous, expen- 
sive and useless parade duties, to provide a competent | 
force of well-trained militia, to repel invasion and sup- | 
press insurrection. 

By a reference to the accompanying comparative 
statement, it will be perceived that General Harrison's 
plan and mine agree in the following particulars.— | 
Both retain the first section of the act of 1792, which | 
obliges every enrolled citizen to provide himself with 
aris and accoutrements at his own expense. Both di- | 
vide the militia into classes, and both subjeet that por- 
tion of it engaged in training to the rules and articles 
of war, when called into the field for that purpose; and 
both retain most of the provisions of the existing laws | 
applicable to the usual details of service 
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COMPARATIVE VIEW, 
| All sections marked thus {*| will be found in the bills 


Vou. I. 


for re-organizing the Militia, presented to Congress 
by Gen. Harrison, in 1817. 


Project of a law prepared 
and presented by order 
of Congress, by Mr. J. 
R. Poinsett. 

It shéuld be provided— 

* Ist. That each and eve- 
ry free, able-bodied white 
male citizen of the respec- 
tive States, resident there- 
in, whois or shall be of the 
age of twenty and under 
that of forty-five years, 

(with the exceptions here- 

inafter stated,) shall, seve- 


|rally and respectively, be 


enrolled in the militia by 


| the captain or command- 
| ing officer of the company 


within whose bouads such 
eitizen shall reside; and 
that it shal] te the duty, at 
all times, of every such 
eaptain or commanding of- 
ficer of a company to enrol 
every such citizen as afore- 


| said, and also those who 


shall, from time to time, 
arrive at the age of twenty 
years, or who, being of that 
age and under that of for- 
ty-five years, (with the ex- 
ceptions hereafter named,) 
shall come to reside within 
his bounds; and that he 
shall, without delay, notify 
such citizen of the said en- 
polment, by a proper non- 
tom missioned officer of the 
company, by whom such 
notice may be proved; that 
citizen so enrolled 
and notified, shall, within 
three months thereafter, 
provide himself with a good 
musket, bore of capacity to 
receive a lead ball of eigh- 
teen in the pound; a suffi- 
cient bayonet and belt; two 
spare flints; a knapsack; 
cartridge box, to contain 
at least twenty-four cart- 
ridges suited to the bore of 
his musket, and each cart- 
ridge to contain a ball and 
three buckshot, and a suf- 
ficient quantity of powder, 
or with a good rifle, knap- 
sack, shot pouch, and pow- 
der horn or flask, with suf- 
ficient powder and ball for 
twenty-four charges, and 
two spare flints; and that 
he shall appear so armed, 
accoutred, and provided, 
when called out for exer- 
cise or into service; and 
every citizen so enrolled 
and providing himself with 
the arms, ammunition, and 
accoutrements required as 
aforesaid, shaii hold the 
same exempted from all 
suits, distre-ses, executions 
or sales for debt, or for the 
payment of taxes 


The Laws now in force: 
being acts more effectual- 
ly to provide for the na- 
tional defence, by esta- 
blishing a uniform Mili- 
tia throughout the United 
States, passed 1792, 1795, 
1803. 

Sre. Be it enacted by 
the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the Uni- 
ted States of America in 
Congress assembled, That 
each and every free, able- 
bodied white male citizen 
of the respective States, 
resident therein, who is or 
shall be of the age of eigh- 
teen years, and under the 
age of forty-five years, 
(except as is hereinafter 
excepted,) shall, severall 
and respectively, be enroll- 
ed in the militia by the cap- 
tain or commanding officer 
of the company, within 
whose bounds such citizen 
shell reside, and that within 
twelve months after the 
passing of this act. And 
it shall, at all times here- 
after, be the duty of every 
such captain or command. 
ing officer of a company, 
to enrol every such citizen, 
as aforesaid, and also those 
who shall, from time to 
time, arrive at the age of 
eighteen years, or, being of 
the age of eighteen years, 
and under the age of forty- 
five years, (except as before 
excepted,) shall come te 
reside within his bounds; 
and shall, withont delay, 
notify such citizen of the 
said enrolment, by a proper 
non-commission d officer 
of the company, by whom 
such notice may be proved. 
That every citizen so en- 
rolled and notified, shall, 
within six months thereaf- 
ter, provide himself with 
a good musket, or firelock, 
a sufficient bayonet and 
belt, two spare flints, and a 
knapsack, a pouch, with a 
box therein to contain not 
less than twenty-four car- 
tridges, suited to the bore 
of his musket or firelock, 
each cartridge to contain a 
proper quantity of powder 
and ball: or, with a good 
rifle, knapsack, shot pouch, 
and powder horn, twenty 
balls, suited to the bore of 
his rifle, and a quarter of a 
pound of powder, and shall 
appear, so armed, accou- 
tred, and provided, when 
called out to exercise, or 
into service; «xcept, that 
when called out on com- 
pany days, toexercise only, 
he may appear without a 
knapsack. That the com- 
missioncd officers shall, se- 
verally, be armed with a 
sword or hanger, and es- 
pontoon; and that, fromand 
after five years from the 
passage of this act, all mus- 
kets for arming the militia, 
as herein required, shall be 
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*2d. That the Vice Pre- 
sident of the United States, 
the officers, judicial and ex- 
ecutive, of the Government 
of the United States; the 
members of both Houses of 
Congress and their respec- 
live officers; all custom- 
house officers with their 
clerks; all post-officers and 
stage-drivers, who are em- 
ployed in the care and con- 
veyance of the mail of the 
post-office of the U. States; 
all ferrymen employed at 
any ferry on the post-road; 
or inspectors of exports; all 
pilots; all mariners actually 
employed in the sea service 
of any citizen or merchant 
within the United States; 
and all persons who now 
are, or may hereafter be, 
exempted by the laws of 
the respective States, shall 
be exempted from militia 
duty, notwithstanding their 
being above the age of 
twenty and under that of 
forty-five. 


"3d. That the citizens 
thus enrolled shall consti- 
tute the rirsT class, and 
be denominated the mass 
of the militia; and the said 
mass shall be divided into 
divisions, brigades, regi- 
ments, and companies, and 
be organized as follows, to 
wit: a company (infaytry 
or rifle) shall consist of one 
captain, one first and one 
second lieutenant, four ser- 
geants, four corporals, one 
drummer, one fifer or bu- 
gler, and eighty privates. 
A company of dragoons 
shall consist of one cap- 
tain, one first and one se- 
cond lieutenant, four ser- 
geants, four corporals, one 
farrier, two buglers, and 
sixty privates. A compa- 
ny of artillery shal! consist 
of one captain, two first 
and two second lieutenants, 
four sergeants, four corpo- 
rals, three artificers, one 
drummer and fifer, or two 
buglers or trumpeters, and 
eighty privates. A regi- 
ment shall consist of one 
colonel, one lieutenant-co- 
lonel, one major; one adju- 
tant, with the rank of first 
lieutenant, one quartermas- 
ter, with the rank of cap- 
tain, one paymaster, one 
surgeon, one assistant sur- 
geon, one sergeant major, 
] quartermaster sergeant, 
two principal musicians, 
and ten companies. A bri- 
gade shall consist of one 
brigadier general, with one 
aid-de-camp, having the 
rank of captain, two bri- 
gade inspectors, with the 
rank of major, and two Te- 
giments. A division shall 
consist of one major-gene- 
ral, with twoaids-de-camp, 
with the rank of major, one 
division inspector, with the 
rank of liewtenant-colonel, 
one division quartermaster, 
with the rank of major, one 
judge-advocate, and four 
brigades. 


of bores sufficient for balls, 
of the eighteenth part of a 
pound. And every citizen 
so enrolled, and providing 
himself with the arms, aimn- 
munition, and accoutre- 
ments, required as afore- 
said, shall hold the same 
exempted from all suits, 
distresses, executions, or 
sales, for debt, or for the 
payment of taxes. 

“Sec. 2. And be it fur- 
ther enacted, That the Vice 
President of the U. 8., the 
officers, jadicial and execu- 
tive, of the Government | 
of the U. S.; the members 
of both Houses of Con-!| 
gress, and their respective 
officers; all custom-house | 
officers, with their clerks; | 
all post officers, and stage 
drivers, who are employed | 
in the care and conveyance | 
of the mail of the post of. | 
fice of the U. S.; all ferry | 
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‘RESIS. | 





4th. That from each re- 
giment of the mass there 
shall be formed two compa- 
nies to serve as light infan- 
try or riflemen; and that to 
each division of the mass 
there shall be attached one 
company of artillery and 
one company of horse, 
formed of volunteers, at 
the discretion of the com- 


|mander-in-chief of tie 


State, not exceeding one 
company from a brigade, 
and shall be clothed and 
equipped at their own ex- 
pense, the color and fashion 
to be determined by the bri- 
gadier-general command- 
ing the brigade to which 
they belong. That the 
commissioned officers of 
the artillery and infantry 
shall be armed with a sword 
of such description as is 
commonly denominated 
eutand thrust. That the 


men employed at any ferry | commissioned officers of 
on the post road; all in-| cavalry shall furnish them- 
spectors of exports; all pi-| selves with good horses of 
lots; all mariners actually} at least fourteen anda half 
employed in the sea service | hands high, and be armed 
of any citizen or merchant} with a sabre and a pair of 
within the U. 8.; and all! pistols and holsters for the 
persons who now are, or}same. Each dragoon to 
may hereafter be, exempt- | furnish himself with a ser- 
ed by the laws of the re-| viceable horse at least four- 
spective States, shall be, | teen hands anda half high, 
and are hereby, exempted | a good saddle, bridle, va- 
from militia duty, notwith- | lise, breastplate, and crup- 
standing their being above per, a pair of boots and 
the age of eighteen, and | spurs, a pair of pistols, a 
under the age of forty-five. | sabre, and cartouch box, to 
*Sec, 3. And be it fur-| contain twelve cartridges 
ther enacted, That within | for pistols. 
one year after the passing} “oth. Thateach regiment 
of this act, the militia of | shall be provided with the 
the respective States shal! | State and regimental co- 
be arranged into divisions, lors, and each company 
brigades, regiments, batta- | with a drum and fife, or 
lions, and companies, as | bugles, as the Legislature 
the Legislature of each|of the respective States 
State shall direct; and each | shall direct. 


division, brigade and regi | 
ment, shall be numbered | 
at the formation thereof ; | 
and a record made of such | 
numbers inthe adjutant- 
general's office in the State; 
and when in the field, or 
in service in the State, 
each division, brigade and 
regiment, shall, respective- 
ly, take rank according to 
their numbers, reckoning 
the first or lowest number 
highest in rank. That, if} 
the same be convenient, | 
each brigade shall consist | 
of four regiments; each re- 
giment of two battalions; 
each battalion of five com. 
panies; each company of 
sixty-four privates. ‘That 
the said militia shall be of- 
ficered by the respective 
States, as follows: To each 
division, one major-gene- 
ral and two aids-de-camp, 
with the rank of major; to 
each brigade, one briga- 
dier-general, with one bri- 
gade-inspector, to serve al- 
so as a brigade-major, with 
the rank of a major; to 
each regiment, one lieu- 








6th. That the divisions, 
brigades, and regiments, 
into which the mass is di- 
vided, shall be numbered 


at the period of their form- 


ation, and a record thereof 
made in the adjutant-gene- 
ral's office of the State— 
and when in the field or in 
service in the State, that 
they shall respectively take 
rank according to their 
numbers, reckoning the 
lowest number highest in 
rank; and, also, that the 
relative rank of different 
corps shall be as follows: 
Ist. cavalry, 24. artillery, 
3d. infantry, 4th. riflemen; 
and that the said order shall 
be preserved on all parades 
of ceremony and review, 
or on other duty, except 
when, in the opinion of the 
commanding officer, the 
good of the service may 
render another arrange- 
ment necessary; and fur- 
ther, thatall commissioned 
officers shall take rank ac- 
cording to the date of their 
commissions; and when 
two of the same grade bear 
en their 


"Sec. 4. And be it fur- 
ther enacted, That out of! 
the militia enrolled, as is 
herein directed, there shall | 
be formed, for each battal- | 
ion, at least one company 
of grenadiers, light infan- | 
try or riflemen; and that, to 
each division, there shal! 
be at least one company of 
artillery, and one troop of 
horse: there shall be to each 
company of artillery, one 
captain, two lieutenants, 
four sergeants, four corpo- 
rals, six gunners, six bom- 
bardiers, one drummer, and 
one fifer. The officers to 
be armed with a sword, or 
hanger, a fusee, bayonet 
and belt, with a cartridge 
box, to contain twelve cart- 
ridges; and each private, or | 
matross, shall furnish him- 
self with all the equipments 
of a private in the infan- 
try, until proper ordnance 
and field artillery is provi- 
ded. There shall be to 
each troop of horse, one 
captain, two lieutenants, 
one cornet, four sergeants, 
four corporals, one saddler, 
one farrier, and one trum- 
peter. The commissioned 
officers to furnish them- 
selves with good horses, of 
at least fourteen hands and | 
a half high, and to be arm- | 
ed with a sword, and pair | 
of pistols, the holsters of | 
which to be covered with 
bearskin caps. Each dra- | 
goon to furnish himself} 
with a serviceable horse, at | 
least fourteen hands and | 
an half high, a good sad- | 
dle, bridle, mai! pillion | 
and valise, holsters, and a | 
breastplate and crupper, a | 
pair of boots and spurs, a 
pair of pistols, a sabre, and 
a cartouch box to contain 
twelve cartridges for pis- | 
tols. That each company | 
of artillery and troop of| 
horse shall be. formed of 
volunteers from the bri- 
gade, at the discretion of| 
the commander-in-chief of 
the State, not exceeding 
one company of each toa) 
regiment, nor more in num- 
ber than one-eleventh part 


when the commander-in- 
chief of the State shall re- 
view the militia, or any part 
thereof; to obey all orders 
from him relative to car- 
rying into execution and 


perfecting the system of 


discipline which may be 
established; to furnish 
blank forms of different 
returns that may be re- 
quired, and to explain the 
principles on which they 
should be made: to re- 
ceive from the several offi- 
cers of the different corps 
throughout the State, re- 
turns of the militia under 
their commands, reporting 
the actual situation of their 
arms, accoutrements, and 
ammunition, their delin- 
quencies, and every other 
thing which relates to the 
general advancement of 
good order and discipline; 
all of which the several 
commanding officers of the 
divisions, brigades, regi- 
ments, and companies 
should be required to make 
in the upward order of gra- 
dation, and in such form, 
and at such times, as the 
Legislature of the respec- 
tive States may direct, so 
that the said adjutant-gene- 
ral may be duly furnished 
therewith; and the said ad- 
jutant-general, from the 
returns. thus furnished, 
should annually make an 
abstract or consolidated re- 
port of the same to the 
commander-in-chief of the 
State; and he should also 
make a return of the mi- 
litia of the State to which 
he belongs, with their arms, 
accoutrements, and ammu- 


| nition, to the adjutant-ge- 


neral of the militia of the 
United States, on or before 
the first Monday of Janu- 
ary,ineach year; And it 
should be made the duty of 
the Secretary of War, from 


| time to time, to give such 


directions to the adjutant- 
general of the militia as 
might in his opinion, be 
necessary to produce uni- 
formity in the said returns; 
and he should lay an ab- 


tenant-colonel command- an equal date, 
ant; and to each battalion, lrank shall be determined 
one major; to each compa-_| by lot, to be drawn by them 
ny, one captain, one lieu- | before the commanding of- 


tenant, one ensign, feur | 
sergeants, four corporals, 
one drummer, and one fifer 
or bugler, That there shall 
be a regimental staff to con- | 
sist of one adjutant and ene 

quartermaster, to rank as | 
heutenants; one paymaster; 
one surgeon, and one sur- 
geon’s wate; ome sergeant | 
major; one dram-majer, 
and one fife-major. 





ficer of the brigade, regi- 
ment, company, or detach- 
ment. 

*7th. That there shall be 
an adjutant general ap- 
pointed in each State, with 
the rank of colonel, whose 


'duty it shall be to distri- 
‘bute all orders from the 


commander-in-chief of the 
State to the several corps; 


to attendall public reviews, 


of the infantry, and shall! stract of the same before 
be uniformly clothed in re- | Congress, before the last 
gimentals, to be furnished | Monday of February, an- 
at their own expense; the | nually. 
color and fashion to be de-| “8th. Thatit shall be the 
termined by the brigadier | duty of the brigade inspec- 
commanding the brigade to tors to attend to regimental 
which they belong. | and brigade meetings of the 
*Sec. 5. And be it fur- | militia composing the seve- 
ther enacted, That each bat- | ral brigades during the time 
talion and regiment shall | of their being under arms, 
be provided with the State | to inspect their arms, am- 
and regimental colors by| munition, and  accoutre- 
the field officers, and each | ments; to superintend their 
company with a dram and | exercise and mancuvres, 
fife or bugle hern by the | and introduce the prescrib- 
commissioned officers of ed system of military disci- 
the company, in such man-| pline throughout the bri- 
ner as the Legislature of} gade, and such orders as 
the respective States shall they shall, from time to 
direct. jtime, receive from the 
*Sec. 6. And be it fur- | commander-in-chief of the 
ther enacted, That, there | State; to report to the ad- 
shall be an adjutant-gene- | jutant-general of the State, 
ral appointed in each State, | at least once in each year, 
whose duty it shall be to | the condition of the brigade 
distribute all orders from | to which he belongs; the 
the Commander-in-chief of | situation of the arms, ac- 
the State to the several | coutrements, and ammuni- 
corps; to attend all public / tion, as they actually may 
reviews, when the com-|be at the time of inspec- 
mander-in-chief of the| tion; andevery other thing 
State shall review the mi-| which may, in his judg- 
litia, or any part thereof; to ment, relate to the govern- 
obey all orders from him, | ment, good order, and mi- 
relative to carrying into| litary discipline of the bri- 
execution and perlecting | gade. io 
the system of military dis-| th. That, in addition to 


cipline established by this 
act; to furnish blank forms 
of different returns, that 
may be required, and to 
explain the principles on 
which they should be 
made; to receive from the 
several oflicers of the dif- 
ferent corps, throughout 
the State, returns of the 
militia under their com- 
mand, reporting the actua! 
situation of their arms, ac- 
coutrements, and ammuni- 
tion, their delinquencies, 
and every other thing 
which relates to the gene- 
ral advancement of good or- 
der and discipline: All 
which, the several Officers 
of the divisions, brigades, 
regiments, and battalions, 
are hereby required to 
make, in the usual man- 
ner, so that the said adju- 
tant-general may be duly 
furnished therewith: From 
all which returns, he shall 
make proper abstracts, and 
lay the same annually be 
fore the commander-in- 
chief of the State. 

“Sec. 10. And be it fur- 
ther enacted, That it shall 
be the duty of the brigade 
inspector to attend the regi- 
mental and battalion meet- 
ings of the militia compos- 
ing their several brigades, 
during the time of their be- 
ing under arms, to inspect 
their arms, ammunition, 
and accoutrements; super- 
intend their exercise and 
mavenvres, and introduce 
the system of military dis- 
cipline before described 
throughout the brigade, 
agreeably to law, and such 
orders as they shall from 
time to time, receive from 
the commander-in-chief of 
the State; to make returns 
to the adjutant-general of 
the State, atleast once in 
every year, of the militia of 
the brigade to which he 
belongs, reporting therein 
the actual situation of the 
arms, accoutrements, and 
ammunition of the several 
corps, and every other 
thing which, in his judg- 
ment, may relate to their 
government and the gene- 
ral advancement of good 
order and military disci- 
pline; and the adjutant ge- 
nera] shall make a return 
of all the militia of the 
State to the commander-in- 
chief of the said State, and 
a duplicate of the same to 
the President of the United 
States. May 1792. 

Sec. 3. And be it further 
enacted, That, in addition 
to the officers provided for 
by the said act, there shall 
be, to the militia of each 
State, one quartermaster- 
general; to each brigade, 
one quartermaster of bri- 
gade. 

Gen. Harrison's Plan as 
presented to Congress in 
1817. 

(> The following sec- 
tions are exclusive of those 
inserted in his bills, which 
are to be found in the exist- 
ing laws, and marked [*]: 

Sec. 8. and be it further 
enacted, That it shall be 
the duty of the brigade- 
major to attend the training 
of officers hereinafter pro- 
vided for, and the anrual 
meeting of the militia com- 
posing their several bri- 
gades, during the time of 
their being under arms, ag 
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the officers referred to, 
there shall be also one 
quartermaster general,with 
the rank of brigadier-gene- 
ral to the militia of each 
State. 

The following sections, 
from 10 to 17, inclusive, are 
new: 

10th. That within 
months after the adoption 
and establishment of this 
system, there shall be taken 
from the mass of the mili- 
tia, in each State, Territo- 
ty, and District of the U. 
States, by draft, or by vo- 
luntary service, such num- 
ber between the ages of 
twenty-one and thirty-se- 
ven years, so that the whole 
may not exceed 100,000 
men, and in the following 
proportions for each State, 
Territory and District, res- 
pectively, to wit: Maine 
4,400 men, N. Hampshire 
2,400, Vermont 2,400, Mas- 
sachusetts 6,000, Connecti- 
cut 2,800, Rhode Island 
800, New York 18,000, N. 
Jersey 2,800, Pennsylvania 
10,400, Delaware 800, Ma- 
ryland 3,200, Virginia 6,- 
000, District of Columbia 
400, North Carolina 4,400, 
S. Carolina 2,400, Georgia 
2,800, Florida 400, Alaba- 
ma 2,000, Mississippi 800, 
Louisiana 1,600, Tennes- 
see 4,400, Arkansas 400, 
Missouri 1,200, Lowa 400, 
Kentucky 4,400, Illinois 
1,200, Indiana 2,800, Ohio 
8,000, Michigan 800, and 
Wisconsin 400 men. This 
force to constitute the se- 
cond class, and be denomi- 
nated the acTIvE OR MOVE- 
ABLE FORCE. 

llth. That the active 
OR MOVEABLE force shall 
be divided into companies 
and battalions, and be or- 
ganized as follows: A com- 
pany shall consist of one 
captain, one first and one 
second lieutenant, four ser- 
geants, four corporals, one 
drummer, and one fifer, and 
ninety privates. A batta- 
lion shall consist of one 
major, an adjutant, with the 
rank of first lieutenant, one 
quartermaster, with the 
rank of first lieutenant, one 
sergeant-major, one quar- 
termaster-sergeant, and 
four companies. And that 
the said active or move- 
able force shall be held to 
serve as such, and be go- 
verned by such rules as 
may be prescribed, for the 
period of four years—one 
fourth of the same in each 
State, Territory, and Dis- 
trict, going out annually; 
the order of succession to 
be determined in the first 
instance by lot. 

12th. That there shall be 
a third class of the militia 
of the U. States, to be de- 
nominated the RESERVE or 
SEDENTARY force, which 
shall be organized in the 
same manner as the active 
force. And that the re- 
serve force, so organized, 
shall be composed of all 
those who shall have served 
the legal time indicated for 
the second class, and be 
held to serve for four years 
in the same; at the expira- 
tion of which time, they 
shall return to the mass, 
and be subject to no further 
military or militia duty, 
unless in cases of invasion, 
ora levee en masse. And 





hereinafter provided; to in- , 


spect their arms, ammuni- 
tion, and accoutrements;— 
superintend the exercise 
and manceuvres of the offi- 
cers at their training, and 
introduce the system of mi- 
litary discipline, before de- 
scribed, throughout the bri- 
gade, agreeably to law, and 
such orders as they shall, 
from time to time, receive; 
to make returns to the ad- 
jutant-general of the State, 


at least once in every year, | 


of the militia of the bri- 
gade to which he belongs, 


reporting therein the actual | 


situation of the arms, ac- 


coutrements, and ammuni- | 


tion of the several corps, 
and every other thing 
which, in his judgment, 
may relate to their govern- 
ment, and the general ad- 
vancement of good order 
and military discipline; and 
the adjutant-general shall 
imake a return of all the 
militia of the State to the 


commander-in-chief of the | 
said State, and a duplicate | 


of the same to the War De- 
partment of the U. 8. 


Sec. 9. And be it further | 
enacted, That all the mili- | 


tia of the U. S., liable to 
do duty under the preced- 
ing provisions, shall be 
classed by the proper au- 
thorities of the 
States and territories, with- 
in one year after the pass- 
ing of this act, in the fol- 
lowing manner, viz: those 
between 18 and 21 years of 


age shall be called the mr- | 
NOR CLASS; those between | 


the age of 21 and 31 years, 


shall be called the suntor | 
cLass; and those over 31 | 


and under 45 years of age, 
shall be called the senior 
cLAss of militia. 

Sec.10. And be it fur- 


ther enacted, That once in | 


every year, all the officers 
of the respective brigades 
(including the brigade ma- 
jor, brigade quartermaster, 
and adjutants, and exclud- 
ing all other staff officers,) 
and al] the sergeants of the 
respective regiments, shall 
be assembled together with- 
in such brigade, at such 
time and place as may be 
provided by the Legisla- 
ture of the several States, 
for the purposes of training 


and discipline, and shall be | 


kept together and encamp- 
ed for the period of 
and during such time shall 
be regularly and assiduous- 
ly trained according to the 
discipline before prescrib- 
ed 





~ 


Sec. 11. And be it fur- 
ther enacted, That for the 
purpose of attending such 
training, so many musi- 
cians may be detailed from 
the said brigade, or other- 
wise employed, as may be 
found necessary. 

Src 12. And be it fur- 


ther enacted, That the offi- | 


cers, non-commissioned of- 
ficers, and musicians, so as 
aforesaid assembled, shall 
be entitled to receive for, 
and during the term of ser- 


vice aforesaid, one-half of | 
which they | 


the pay to 
would be entitled, accord- 


ing to law, ifcalledinto the | 
military service of the U.! 
States; and each officer, , 


non-commissioned officer, 
and musician, shall be fur- 
ther entitled to receive one 


several | 


such portions of the active 
force as may go out of the 
same annually, shall forth- 
with be considered as be- 
longing to the reserve or 
sedentary force; and after 
the termination of the first 
four years service of any 
portion of the reserve, one- 
fourth of that body shall go 
out of service annually, in 
the same manner as pre- 
scribed for the second 
class. 
13th. That the deficit oc- 
casioned by the transfer 
annually ef one-fourth of 
the active to the reserve 
| force, and by the discharge 
annually of one-fourth of 
| the reserve, be yearly sup- 
| plied by a draught, or by 
voluntary service, from the 
MASS. 
14th. That for the great- 
er convenience of instrac- 
tion and discipline of the 
active and sedentary force, 
the territory of the United 
States shall be divided into 
ten districts, which, until 
otherwise directed by law, 
shall be composed as fol- 
| lows: 


lst district. 
Maine, ) 
New Hampshire, ¢ 
| Vermont, 5 
Qd district. 
| Massachusetts, ) 
| Rhode Island, > 
| Connecticut, 5 
3d district. 
18,000 men. 
4th district. 
New Jersey, » smc . 
Pennsylvania, 4 13,200 men. 
Sth district. 
Delaware, 
| Maryland, 4 
Dis. of Columbia, { 
Virginia, 


9,200 men. 


9,600 men. 


New York, 


10,400 men. 


| Oth district. 
| North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 
Georgia, 


( 10,000 men. 


Florida, J 
7th district. 
| Alabama, 
Mississippi t 
| Louisiana, . , 8,800 men. 


| Tennessee, 
8th district. 


| Arkansas, 
Missouri, > 2,000 men. 
| lowa, 5 
9th district. 
| Kentucky, 
| Minois, 7,400 men. 
Indiana, 
10th district. 
| Ohio, ? 
| Michigan, » 9,200 men. 
| Wisconsin, 5 


} Total, 97,800 men. 
| 15th. That the battalions 
| of the active and sEDEN- 
a forces shall be num- 





bered at their formation, 
and a record made of the 
same; and that they shall 
take precedence — 
to the rank of the severa 
majors commanding the 
same. And further, that 
when the battalion of two 
or more districts of the ac- 
TIVE -or sEDENTARY force 
do their duty together, they 
shall take rank according 
to the number of their re- 
spective districts, consider- 
ing the lowest number 
highest in rank. And fur- 
ther, that the order of pre- 
cedence between the army 
of the United States and 
the militia thereof, and be- 
tween the several classes of 
the militia with one ano- 
ther, shall be as follows: 1. 
| Troops of the U. States. 
2. Militia of the U. States, 
in this order, to wit: 1. 
The active force. 2. The 
sepEnTAry force. 3. The 
MASS. 

16th. That the officers of 
jthe militia of the several 
classes shall be appointed 
| by and in such manner as 





ration per day, but no other 
emoluments; which ration 
it shall be the duty of the 
brigade quartermaster to 
contract or supply at the 
expense, and on account 
of the United States. 

Sec. 13. And be it fur- 
ther enacted, That the Se- 
cretary of Warof the U.S. 
shall, as soon as the same 
may be practicable, provide | 
for each brigade such arms, 
equipments, tents, and 
equipage, as may be neces- 
sary for the purposes of! 
this act, to be furnished 
under requisitions from the 
Executive of the several 
States and ‘Territories, 
which shall be previously 
made to the War Depart- 
ment: Provided, That the 
arms and equipmentsso de- 
livered, shall be charged to 
the States and Territories | 
under the provisions of the | 
act of April 23, 1808, for | 
arming the whole body of 


militia: Provided, also, | 
That, in lieu of the appro- 
priation under that act, 


there shall be applied an- 
nually, under the direction 
of the President of the U.} 
S., the sum of dol- | 
lars, for arming and equip- 
ping the whule body of mi- | 
litia. 
Sec. 14. And be tt fur- 
ther enacted, That such 
arms, equipments, tents, 
and camp equipage, as may | 
be delivered under the fore- 
going provision, shall be 
receipted for by the officers 
designated for that purpose 
by the Executive, and | 
charged to the several | 
States and Territories. 
Sec. 15. And be it fur- 
ther enacted, That the offi- 
cers and non-commissioned 
officers, when encamped 
under the preceding provi- | 
sions, shall be subject to the) 
rules and articles of war, | 
and to trial by courts-mar- | 
tial, composed of militia of- | 
ficers only, and shall act in 
such capacity as may be as- | 
signed to them respective- | 
ly: Provided, That when- | 
ever any officer, non-com- | 
missioned officer, musician, | 
or private, shal] fail to at- | 
tend such encampment, or, | 
having attended, shall de-| 
sert or absent himself with- | 
out proper authority, con- | 
formably to military usage, 
and the orders of the com- | 
manding officer, he shal! be | 
subject to such penalty as 
a court martial may inflict, | 
not exceeding nor 
less than dollars: | 
Provided, also, That no- 
substitutes shall be receiv- | 
ed to discharge the duties 
required in the provisions 
for encamping and disci- 
plining the militia under | 
this act. | 


Plan of Gen. Harrison, 

According toa bill pre- 
sented by him to Congress 
in 1818: 

The said militia; other! 
than officers, and the com-| 
panies formed by volunta- 
ry enlistments, shall be di- | 
vided into two classes to} 
wit: the junior class, con-| 
sisting of all not exceeding | 
thirty years of age; and the | 
senior class, consisting of 
all exceeding thirty years 
of age: Provided, That any 
militiaman who shall have | 
been two years in the ser. 
vice of the U, States, shay, | 





the Legislature of the res- 
pective States shall direct, 
and in the Territories of 
the U. States, in such man- 
ner as is prescribed by ex- 
isting laws. 

17th. That the President 
of the U. States be author- 
ized to call forth and assem- 
ble such numbers of the 
active force of the militia, 
at such places within their 
respective districts, and at 
such times, not exceeding 
twice, nor days, in the 
same year, as he may deem 
necessary; and during such 
period, including the time 
when going to, and return- 
ing from, the place of ren- 
dezvous, they shall be 
deemed in the service of 
the U. States, and be sub- 
ject to such regulations as 
the President may think 
proper to adopt for their in- 
struction, discipline, and 
improvement in military 
knowledge. 

Mr. Poinsett's Plan. 

“18th. That whenever 
the U. States shal! be in- 
vaded, or be in imminent 
danger of invasion from 
any foreign nation or Indi- 
an tribe, it shall be lawful 
for the President of the U. 
States to call forth such 
number of the militia of 
State or States most conve- 
nient tu the place of dan- 


| ger or scene of action, and 


in the order provided for in 
the 15th head, and as he 
may judge necessary to re- 
pel such invasion; and to 
issue his orders to the pro- 
per officer. And in case of 
an insurrection in any 


| State against the Govern- 


ment thereof, that it shall 
be lawful for the President 


| of the U. States, on appli- 


cation of the Legislature 
of such State, or of the 
Executive, (when the Le- 
gislature cannot be con- 
vened,) to call forth snch 
number of the militia of 


_ any other State or States as 


may be applied for, as he 
may judge suflicient to sup- 
press such insurrection. 
19th. That whenever 
the laws of the U. States 
shal! be opposed, or the ex- 
ecution thereof obstructed 
in any State by combina- 
tions too powerful to be 
suppressed by the ordinary 
course of judicial proceed- 
ings, or by the powers vest- 
ed in the marshals, it shall 
be Jawful for the President 
of the United States to call 
forth the militia of such 
State, or of any other State 
or States, as may be neces- 
sary to suppress such com- 
binations, and to cause the 
laws to be duly executed; 
and the use of the militia, 
so to be called forth, may 
be continued, if necessary, 
until the expiration of 30 
days after the commence- 
ment of the then next ses- 
sion of Congress; provid- 
ed, that whenever it may be 
necessary in the judgment 
of the President to use the 
military force thus called 
forth, he shall forthwith, by 
by proclamation, command 
such insurgents to disperse, 
and retire peaceably, to 
their respective abodes, 
within a lmited time, and 
provided, also, that the mi- 
litia, which the President 
is thus authorized to call 
forth, be of the ,crive, or 


have a right to be transfer 


a ded 
wwe 


red to the senior class, al- 
though he shall not have 
attained the age of thirty 
years. 

The State and Territ 
rial Legislatures will make 
such regulations for the ex- 
tra training of the junio 
class of the militia as the; 
shall approve. 

Whepever detachments 
of militia shall be called 
into the serviée of the U 
States, they shall be orga- 
nized, (the classes being 
kept distinct) into compa- 
nies, battalions, regiments, 
and divisions,and oflficered 
with like rank and number 
of officers as the regular 
troops of the U. 8. 

Sec. 2. And be it further 
enacted, That the President 
shall cause arsenals to be 
provided in the most se- 
cure situations in each 
State and Territory; and 
shall, so soon as the same is 
practicable, cause to be de- 
posited therein arms, camp 
equipage, andammunition, 
sufficient to arm and pro- 
vide the junior class of the 
militia, formed by volunta- 
ry enlistment, and so soon 
as convenient, sufficient to 
arm and provide the senior 
class; and shall cause the 
same to be kept safely and 
in good order, by such 
guards of militia or regu- 
lar troops as he shall think 
necessary. 

When any detachment 
of the militia shall be call- 
ed into the service of the 
United States, they shail 
be armed and provided du- 
ring the time they conti- 
nue in service, by the U. 
States, from the arsenals 
aforesaid, or otherwise; and 
the arms and camp equi- 
page shall be receipted for, 
and returned, according to 
such rules as the President 
shall prescribe: Prorided, 
That every officer shall tur- 
nish his own arms and 
equipments, as prescribed 
for his rank in the army of 
the United States. 

The militia of the senior 
class shall not be liable to 
be marched out of the State 
or Territory in which they 
reside: and those of the ju- 
nior class, and companies 
formed by voluntary enlist- 
ments, shall not be march- 
ed beyond the limits of the 
U. States, and their Ter- 
ritories, to seek an enemy 
but if the enemy shal] have 
invaded the Territory of 
the United States, the mi- 
litia of the junior class, 
and companies formed by 
voluntary enlistments shal! 
be bound to pursue them 
into the territory of the 
enemy, there to carry on 
the war, until the danger 
of invasion from such ene- 
my shall, in the opinion of 
the President, have ceased 

Whenever the President 
shall call forth amy part of 
the militia, he shall issue 
his orders to such officer or 
officers of the militia as he 
may judge expedient, who 
shall execute the same so 
far as his or their command 
shall extend. 

Every officer or non-corn- 
missioned officer, who shal! 
fail to obey the orders of the 
President, Or of a superior 
officer of the militia, issued 
in pursuance of orders from 
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of the active and sepEN- 
tary furces, when such 
force or furces of the State, 
or of the neighboring 
States, shall be, in his opi- 
nion, sufficient; and when 
not, then such portions of 
the mass as he shall deem 
necessary. 

*20th. That the militia of 
the United States, or any 
portion théteof, when em- 

loyed in the service of the 

nited States, shall be sub- 
ject to the same rules and 
articles of war as the troops 
of the United States. And 
that no officer, non-com- 
missioned officer, musician 
or private of the militia, 
shall be compelled to serve 
more than six months after 
his arrival at the place of 
rendezvous in any one 
year, nor more than in due 
rotation with every other 
able-bodied man of the 
same rank in the regiment 
to which he belongs. 

Qist. That every citizen 
duly enrolled in the militia 
shall be constantly provided 
with arms, accoutrements, 
and ammunition, as already 
pointed out, from and after 
the period when he shall 
have been duly notified of 
his enrolment; and any no- 
tice or warning to the citi- 
zen so enrolled to attend a 
company or regimental 
muster, or training, which 
shall be according to the 
laws of the State in which 
itis given for that purpose, 
shall be deemed a legal no- 
tice of his enrolment. 

22d. That the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, artificers, and 
privates of volunteers and 
militia, when called into 
the service of the United 
Statesin the manner and 
under the circumstances 
referred to, shail be entitled 
to and receive the same 
monthly pay, rations, cloth- 
ing, or money in lieu there- 
of, and forage, and be fur- 
nished with the same camp 

uipage, as are or may be 
provided by law for the of- 
ficers, musicians, artificers 
and privates of the infan- 
try of the United States; 
provided nevertheless, that 
such portions of the militia 
as may be called out, as 

rovided under the 17th 

ad, shall not be entitled 
to receive clothing or mo- 
ney in lieu thereof; nor 
shall any officer of the 
same be entitled to forage 
or money instead, for more 
than one horse, nor for 
more than one servant 
each. 

23d. That the officers of 
all m: w ited companies, vo- 
lunteers or militia, when 
in the service of the U. 
States, shall each be enti- 
tled to receive forage, or 
money in lieu thereof, for 
two horses, when they 
actually keep private ser- 
ants, and for one horse 
when without private ser- 
vants; and that forty cents 
per day be allowed for the 
use and risk of each horse, 
except horses killed in bat- 
tle, or dying of wounds re- 
ceived in battle. That each 
non-commissioned officer, 
musician, artificer, and pri- 
vate, of all mounted com- 
panies, shall be entitled to 
receive forage in kind for 
one horse, with forty cents 


the President for calling 
forth the militia, shall for- 
feit and pay a sum not ex- 
ceeding two year's pay, nor 
less than one year's pay, 
which he would be en- 
titled to receive if he were 
in the actual service of the | 
United States; to be deter- | 
mined by a court martial, | 
who shall also judge such ' 
officer to be cashiered, and 
to be incapable of holding | 
a commission in the militia | 
in the service of the Uni-) 
ted States, for life, or for a 
term of years. 

The court-martial for the 
trial of such offender shall, 
if he is of the rank of a ma- 
jor-general, be ordered by 
the President, and detailed 
by the adjutant general of | 
the State or Territory; and 
if such offender be of in- 
ferior rank, the court mar- | 
tial shall be ordered and de- 
tailed by the proper officers. 

Sec. 5, And be tt fur- 
ther enacted, That when-' 
ever any part of the militia 
shall be called into service | 
by the President, every | 
officer and soldier detached | 
under the orders of the | 
President, issued for that | 
purpose, shall, from the 
time of his receiving orders | 
accordingly, from his law- 
ful superior, be considered | 
as in the service of the, 
United States; and all the) 
militia in the service of | 

! 


the United States shall be 
subject to the rules and ar- | 
ticles of war which are or | 
shall be enacted for the go- | 
vernment of the army of | 
the United States. 

Every officer, non-com- | 
missioned officer, musi- | 
cian, or private in the mi- | 
litia, who shall be detach- | 
ed, in pursuance of this’ 


act, and shall disobey the | 
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a day for the use and risk 
thereof except horses kill- 
ed in battle, or dying of 
wounds received in battle; 
and twenty-five cents per 
day in lieu of forage and 
subsistence when the same 
shall be furnished by him- 
self, or twelve anda half 
cents per day for either, as 
the case may be. 
24th. That any 
non-commissioned 
artificer, musician, or pri- 
vate, of militia or volun- 
teers, required to be mount- 
ed, who shall, when in the 
service of the U. 8., suffer, 
without any fault or negli- 
lence on his part while in 


officer, 
officer, 


| said service, by the loss of 


a horse killed in battle, or 
by a horse dying of wounds 
received in battle, shall, 
upon ‘due and sufficient 
proof thereof, be paid for 
the same; provided, that 
not more than one hundred 
and twenty dollars be paid 
for each horse for which 
payment may be thus 
claimed. 

25th. That the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, 
artificers, musicians, and 
privates, of the militia, 
when called into the ser- 
vice of the U.8., shall be 
entitled to one day's pay, 
subsistence, and other al- 
lowances, for every day oc- 
cupied when transported 
by water, and for every 
twenty miles when travel- 
ling by land, in going to the 
place of rendezvous, and 
returning from the place 
of discharge; provided, that 
the militia so called into the 
service of the U.S. shall be 
deemed always to have tra- 
velled by the most usual or 
expeditious routes. 

26th. That when any of- 
ficer, non-commissioned of- 


orders of the President, or | ficer, artificer, musician, or 
ofa lawful superior officer, | private of the militia or of 
issued for the purpose of | volunteers, who shall die 
carrying into effect the ob- | in the service of the United 
ject of this act, shall be | States, or when returning 
deemed guilty of disobedi- | to his place of residence af- 
ence of orders, shall be | ter being mustered out of 
held liable to be tried by| service, or at any time 


Congress assembled, That | ficer, artificer, musician, or 
whenever the U. States} priva‘e of the militia, who 
shall be invaded, or be in| shall fail to obey the orders 
imminent danger of inva- | ofthe U. S., in the case pro- 
sion, from any foreign na- | vided forthe calling forth 
tion or Indian tribe, it shall | the active Force, or parts 
be lawful for the President | thereof (in the 17th head,) 
of the United States to call | shall be fined and forfeit a 
forth such number of the |sum not exceeding three 
militia of the State or | months’ pay, nor less than 
States, most convenient to | half a month's pay, accord- 
the place of danger, or | ing to the circumstances of 
scene of action, as he may | the case, as a court martial 
judge necessary to repel, may determine; and that 
such invasion, and to issue | every officer, non-commis- 
his orders, for that purpose, | sioned officer, artificer, mu- 
to such officer or officers of | sician or private, of the mi- 
the militia as he shall think | litia, who shall fail to obey 
proper. And in case of an the orders of the President 
insurrection in any State, of the U.S8., in any of the 
against the Government | cases cited in the 15th and 
thereof, it shall be lawful | 19th heads, shall forfeit a 
for the President of the U.|sum not exceeding one 
States, on application of the | year's pay, and not less 
Legislature of such State, than one month's pay, to 
or of the Executive, (when | be determined and adjudg- 
the Legislature cannot be | ed according to the circum- 
convened,) to call forth | stances of the case by a 
such number of the militia | court martial; and such of- 
of any other State or States, | ficer shall, moreover, be li- 
as may be applied for, as he | able to be cashiered by sen- 
may judge sufficient to sup-|tence of a court martial, 
press such insurrection. pee be incapacitated from 
*Sxre.2. dnd be it fur-| holding a commission in 
ther enacted, That when- the militia for a term of 4 
ever the laws of the Uni-| years, at the discretion of 
ted States shall be opposed, the said court; and such 
or the execution thereof; non-commissioned officers 
obstructed, in any State, | and privates shall be liable 
by combinations too pow-|to be imprisoned by the 
erful to be suppressed by | sentence of a court martial, 
the ordinary course of ju-|on failure of the payment 
dicial proceedings, or by of fines adjudged against 
the powers vested in the|them, for one calendar 
marshals by this act, it, month, for every five dol- 
shall be lawful for the Pre- | lars of such fine. 
sident of the United States| “29th. That all fines as- 
to call forth the militia of | sessed, as described in the 
such State, or of any other | preceding head, shall be 
State or States, as may be | certified by the officer or- 
necessary to suppress such | dering the court, or the re- 
combinations, and to cause vising authority of the pro- 
the laws to be duly execu- | ceedings of the court-mar- 
ted, and the use of militia | tial having approved of the 
so to be called forth may be | same to the marshal of the 
continued, if necessary, | district in which the delin- 
until the expiration of thir- | quent shall reside, or to one 
ty days after the com- {of his deputies, and take 
mencement of the then /a receipt from the said mar- 


acourt martial, and shall | 


be adjudged to suffer such 
punishment, as by the rules 
and articles of war is pro- 
vided for such offences; and 
every non-commissioned 
officer, musician, and _pri- 
vate who shall be detached 
ax aforesaid, or shall be zc- 
cepted as a substitute, who 
shall refuse or neglect to 
march and join his corps, 
when ordered so to do, by 
his superior officer, shall be 
considered a deserter from 
the service of the United 
States, and shall be dealt 
withaccordingly. Any of- 
ficer, non-commissioned of- 
ficer, or private, of the mi- 
litia, who shall have com- 
mitted any offence while 
in the service of the U. S., 
may be tried and punished 
for the same, according to 
the rules and articles of 
war, although his term of 
service shall have expired, 
and the court-martial for 
the trial of such offenders, 
shall be composed of mili- 
tia officers, without regard 
to their having been in ser- 
vice. 
EXISTING LAWS. 

"Sec. 1. Be it enacted 
by the Senate and House of 

epresentatives of the Uni- 
ted States of America, in 


thereafter, in consequence 
of wounds, received in ser- 
vice, and shall leave a wi- 
dow, or, if no widow, a 
| child or children under 16 
| years of age, such widow, 
or, if no widow, such child 
or children, shall be enti- 
tled to receive half the 
monthly pay to which the 
deceased was entitled at 
the time of his death, or at 
the time of his being mus- 
tered out of service, for and 
during the term of five 
years; and in case of the 
death or intermarriage of 
such widow before the ex- 
piration of five years, the 
half-pay for the remainder 
of the time shall go to the 
child or children of said 
decedent, provided that the 
Secretary of War shall 
adopt such forms of evi- 
dence, to substantiate the 
application for such half- 
pay, as the President of the 
U.S. may prescribe. 

27th. That courts mar- 
tial, for the trial of officers, 
non-commissioned officers, 
artificers, musicians, or pri- 
vates of the militia or vo- 
lunteer corps, shall be com- 
posed of militia officers 
only. 

"28th. That every offi- 
cer, Ron-commissioned of- 








next session of Congress. 
*Sec. 3. Provided ul- 
ways, and be it further en- 


acted, That whenever it | 
may be necessary, in the | 


judgment of the President, 
to use the military force 
hereby directed to be call- 
ed forth, the President shall 
torthwith, by proclamation, 
command such insurgents 
to disperse, and retire 
peaceably to their respect- 
ive abodes, within a limited 
time. 

*Sec. 4. And be it fur- 
ther enucted, That the mi- 
litia employed in the ser- 
vice of the U. S. shall be 
subject to the same rules 
and articles of war as the 
troops of the U. S.: And 
that no officer, non-com- 
missioned officer, or pri- 
vate, of the militia, shall 
be compelled to serve more 
than three months after his 
arrival at the place of ren- 
dezvous, in any one year, 
nor more than in due rota- 
tion with every other able- 
bodied’ man of the same 
rank in the battalion to 
which he belongs. 

Sec. 2. And be tt further 
enacted, That every citizen 
duly enrolled in the militia, 
shall be constantly pro- 
vided with aris, accoutre- 
ments, and ammunition, 
agreeably to the direction 
of the said act; from and 
after he shall be duly noti- 


shal or deputy, as the case 
may be, for the same; which 
receipt and duplicate of the 
certificate furnished, he 
shall transmit for record to 
the adjutant genera] of the 
militia of the U. States: 
that the marshal or his de- 
duty, having received the 
said certificate, shall forth- 
with proceed to levy the 
said fines, with cost, by dis- 
tress and sale of the goods 
and chattels of the delin- 
quent; which costs, and the 
manner of proceeding with 
respect to the sale of the 
goods distrained, shall be 
agreeable tothe laws ofthe 
State in which the same 
shall be, as in other cases 
of distress; and when any 
non-commissioned officer 
or private shal] be adjudged 
to suffet. imprisonment, 
there being no goods or 
| chattels to be found where- 
|on to levy the said fines, 
the marshal of the district 
or his depnty shall commit 
such delinquent to jail du- 
ring the term for which he 
shall be so adjudged to im- 
prisonment, or until the 
fine shal] be paid, in the 
same manner as other per- 
sons condemned to fine and 
imprisonment at the suit of 
the United States may be 
committed. 

* 30th. That the marshals 
and their deputies shall 
make a return of the levy 








fied of his enro)ment; and 
any notice or warning to 
the citizens so enrolled, to 
attend a company, batta- 
lion, or regimental muster, 
or training, which siiall be 
according to the laws of the 
State in which it is given 
for that purpose, shall be 
deemed a legal notice of his 
enrolment. 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by 
the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives of the United 
States of America, in Con- 
gress assembled, That the 
officers, non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, artifi- 
cers, and privates, of vo- 
lunteer and militia corps, 
who have been in the ser- 
vice of the U. States; at 
any time since the first day 
of November, in the year 
of our Lord, one thousand 
eight hundred ond _ thirty- 
five, or may hereafter be in 
the service of the U. S., 
shall be entitled to and re- 
ceive the same monthly 
pay, rations, clothing or 
money in lieu thereof, and 
forage, and be furnished 
with the same camp equi- 
page, including knapsacks, 
as are, or may be provided 
by law for the officers, mu- 
sicians, artificers, and pri- 
vates, of the infantry of the 
army of the U.S. 

Sec. 2. And be it further 
enacted, That the officers 
of all mounted companies 
who have been in, or may 
hereafter be in the service 
of the United States, shall 
each be entitled to receive 
forage, or money in lieu 
thereof, for two horses, 
when they actually keep 
private servants, and for 
one horse when without 
private servants, and that 
forty cents per day be al- 
lowed for the use and risk 
of each horse, except horses 
killed in battle or dying of 
wounds received in battle. 
That each non-commis- 
sioned officer, musician, ar- 
tificer, and. private, of all 
mounted companies, shall 
be entitled to. receive for- 
age in kind for one horse, 
with forty cents per day for 
the use and risk thereof, 
except horses killed in bat- 
tle, or dying of wounds re- 
ceived in battle, and twen- 
ty-five cents per day in 
lieu of forage and subsist- 
ence, when the same shall 
be furnished by himself, or 
twelve and a half cents per 
day for either, as the case 
may be. 

Same as Ist section of 
the act of January 18, 1837. 

Sec. 3. And beit further 
enacted, That the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, 
musicians, artificers, and 
privates, shall be entitled 
to one day's pay, subsist- 
ence and other allowances, 
for every twenty miles’ 
travel from their places of 
residence to the place of 
general rendezvous, and 
from the place of discharge 
back to their residence. 

Sec. 5. And be it further 
enacted, That when any 
officer, non-commissioned 
officer, artificer, or private, 
of said militia, or volunteer 
corps, who shall die in the 
service of the U States, or 
returning to his place of 
res dence after being mus- 
tered out of service, or at 
any time in consequence of 
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of fines, as provided for in 
the foregoing head, to the 
adjutant.general of the mi- 
litia of the U. S., within 
sixty days, counting from 
the time that the certificate 
of the assessment of the 
said fines is placed in their 
hands; and they shall also 
pay into the hands of the 
said adjutant-general, with- 
in the above-named limit of 
time, all fiues by them thus 
levied and collected, de- 
ducting therefrom five per 
centum as a compensation 
for their trouble; and in 
case any of the said mar- 
shals or their deputies shall 
fail to make the required 
return, or pay over to the 
adjutant-general of the mi- 
litia of the U. States, the 
fines collected, within the 
time above specified, it 
shall be the duty of the 
said adjutant-general to in- 
form the Solicitor of the 
Treasury of the U. S. of 
the same, who shall be re- 
quired to instruct the dis- 
trict attorney of the U.S. 
to proceed against the said 
marshal or deputy in the 
district court by attach- 
ment, for the recovery of 
the same. 

31st. That the marshals 
and their deputies of the 
several districts shall have 
the same powers in execut- 
ing the laws of the United 
States as sheriffs and their 
deputies in the several 
States have, by law, in ex- 
ecuting the laws of the re- 
spective States. 

32d. That the money or 
moneys collected by the 
assessment of fines referred 
to, shall be applied to the 
piyment of all necessary 
expenses, as far as the same 
may be sufficient, for the 
repair of arms, the prepara- 
tion and preservation of mi- 
litary munitions, and for 
every other necessary thing 
that may be incident to the 
calling forth, and to the ser- 
vice of the militia, as pro- 
vided for in the 17th head. 

33d. That the President 
shall appoint, by and with 
the advice and consent of 
the Senate of the United 
States, one adjutant gene- 
ral of the militia of the U. 
States, whose duty it shall 
be to receive and keep in 
the files of his office all 
the reports and returns of 
the militia, with their arms, 
accoutrements, and ammu- 
nition, made by the adju- 
tants-general of the respec- 
tive States, distinguishing 
the same by the different 
classes into which they are 
divided; also, annually, on 
or before the last Monday 
in February, io make an 
abstract or a consolidated 
return of the same, and lay 
it before the President of 
the U.S., to be, by the Pre- 
sident, submitted yearly to 
Congress. Thatit shell be 
his duty, likewise, to keep 
a record or copies, in a book 
provided therefor, of all 
certificates of the assess- 
ment of fines by the judg- 
ment of militia courts-mar- 
tial, for delinquencies cited 
in the 17th, 18th, and 19th 
of the foregoing heads; to 
keep a record or copy of 
the returns of the marshals 
or their dep’ ties, of the ex- 
ecution of provess, or the 
collection of the said fines, 


wounds received in ser- | noting the time when the 
vice, and shall leave a wi-| returns aforesaid are re- 
dow, or if no widow, a ceived; to keep a regular 
child or children under six- account of the amount of 
teen years of age, such wi- fines collected and paid 
dow, or if no widuw, such! over to him, and of the 
child or children, shall be | amount expended thereof; 
entitled to receive half the | and to make to the Secre- 
monthly pay to which the | tary of War, on or before 
deceased was entitled, at the 30th of June and the 
the time of his death, for) 31st of December, of each 
and during the term of five | year, a statement of the 
years; and in case of the said receipts and expendi- 
death or intermarriage of tures. The money or mo- 
such widow before the ex- | neys thus assessed, collect- 
piration of five years, the ed,and paid over to the ad- 
half pay for the remainder | jutant-general, forthwith to 
of the time shall go to the | be deposited by him for safe 
child or children of said de- | keeping in the vaults of the 
cedent: Provided, always, Treasury of the U. S.; and 
that the Secretary of War | the amounts thus deposited 
shall adopt such forms of} to be passed to the credit of 
evidence on application, | the adjutant-general, and 
under this act, as the Pre-| not to be drawn from the 
sident of the United States | Treasury except upon war- 
may prescribe. | rants of the adjutant-gene- 
Sre.6. And be it further | ral, countersigned by the 
enacted, That courts mar- | Secretary of War, and for 
tial for the trial of militia, the purposes which have 
shall be composed of mili- | been specified. 
tia officers only. | 34th. That the adjutant- 
*Sec. 5. And be it fur- | general of the militia of the 
ther enacted, That gyery | U. States shall be paid the 
officer, non-commiss¥ned | annual salary of three thou- 
officer, or private, of the | sand dollars, in full for his 
militia, who shall fail to/ services, and without any 
obey the orders of the Pre-| other allowances whatso- 
sident of the United States, | ever, excepting such fuel 
in any of the cases before | and stationary as may be 
recited, shall forfeit a sum | deemed necessary for an 
not exceeding one year’s | office, under the regula- 
pay, and not less than one | tions of the War Depart- 
month's pay, to be deter-| ment; and that the said of- 
mined and adjudged by a/| fice shall be atfached to, 
court martial; and such of- | and considered as one of 
ficer shall, moreover, be|the bureaus of the War 
liable to be cashered by | Department, and be subject 
sentence of a court martial, |to such rules and regula- 
and be incapacitated from | tions in relation to all du- 
holding a commission in/|ties and purposes of its 
the militia, for aterm not creation, as the Secretary 
exceeding twelve months, | of War may, from time to 
at the discretion of the said | time, prescribe. 
court: And such non-com-| 35th. That for the duties 
missioned officers and pri-| of the office of the adju- 
vates shall be liable to be/tant-general of the militia 
imprisoned, by a like sen- | of the United States, there 
tence, on failure of the | shall be allowed twoclerks, 
payment of fines adjudged | if so many be ‘necessary ; 


so adjudged to imprison- 
ment, or until the fine shall 
be paid,in the same man- 
ner as other persons con- 
demned to fine and impri- 
sonmentat the suit of the 
U.S. may be committed. 
Sec. 2. And be it further 

enacted, That the marshals | 


shall pay all fines which !* 39th. That the Legisla- 


ye been levied and col- 
lécted by them, or their | 
respective deputies, under 
the authority of the acts 
herein referred to, into the 
Treasury of the U. States, 
within two months after 
they shall have received 
the same, deducting five 
per centum for their own 
trouble, and in case of fail- 
ure, it shall be the duty 
of the Comptroller of the | 
Treasury to give notice to 
the District Attorney of the 
U. 8., who shall proceed | 
against the said marshal ip 
the district court, by at-| 
tachment, for the reeovery | 
of the same. 

Src. 9. And be it further | 
enacted, That the marshals | 
of the several districts and 
their deputies shall have | 
the same powers in extend- | 
ing the laws of the United | 
States, as sheriffs, and therr | 
deputies, in the several 
States, have by law in ex-| 
ecuting the laws of the re- | 
spective States. 

*Sec.8 dnd beit further 
enacted, That the marshals | 
and their deputies shall pay | 
all such fines by them le-| 
vied, to the supervisor of| 
the revenue in the district | 
in which they are collected 
within two months after 
they shall have received | 
the same, deducting there- 
from five per centum as | 
a compensation for their 
trouble; and in case of fail- 
ure, the same shall be re- | 
coverable by action of debt | 
or information, in any court | 
of the United States, of the 
district in such fines shall | 


| 


;in: provided that, 
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each State, for the period 
of ten days in each and 
leges; but nevertheless be every year, and estimated 
subject to such restrictions the whole expense to the 
as their respective Legis- nation at $500,000 per an- 
latures may direct, and to num. 

all other duties required by And 
this system, in like man- 
ner with the other militia 


not disturbed or deprived 
of their accustomed privi- 


whereas sundry 
corps of artillery, cavalry, 
and infantry, now exist im 
several of the States, which 
by the laws, customs, or 
usages thereof, have not 
been incorporated with, or 


tures of the several States, 
at the earliest period of 
time after the adoption of 
this system, enact such subject to, the general re 
laws as may be necessary gulations of the militia 

to enrol and organize the See. 11. And be it fur- 
militia of the respective taer enacted, That such 
States, according to the corps retain their accus- 
provisions contained here- tomed privileges, subject, 
until nevertheless, to all other 
such enrolment and orga- duties, required by this act 
nization be made, the ex- in like manner with the 
isting laws governing the militia. 

militia of each State be con- [.Approved, May 8, 1792 
sidered as still in force. 

General Harrison presents the following estimate of 
training one hundred thousand men, divided equally, or 
as near as may be, into twenty-five brigades: 

Each brigade containing, according to estimate, four 
thousand men, will be composed of four regiments or 
forty companies. 

There would then be the following field and staff of 
ficers who should attend the training: 


1 Brigade, full pay, 8104 $104 00 
1 Brigadier inspector, with the pay 
of Major SO OO 
4 Colonels, at &75 300 08 
4 Lieutenant Colonel’, at $60 240 00 
4 Majors, at $50 200 00 
40 Captains, at $40 1,600 00 
40 Lieutenants, at &30 1,200 00 
40 2d Lieutenants, at $25 1,000 06 


160 Sergeants, at $3 pay, and &G for ra- 


tions 2,240 06 
Amount of expenses of one brigade 6,994 00 
The adjutant to be taken from the line 

Brigades 2 


Expense of training officers for one 
month, at full pay, of twenty-five 
brigades, or one hundred thousand 


men $173,550 00 





- And, estimating the whole United States’ militia at« 
million, then the total expense of training the officers 
of the whole militia would be some handred thousand 
dollars less than two millions. 

The following estimate is made on the supposition of 


agai 
lendar month, for every 
five dollars of such fine. 
"Src. 7. And be it fur- 
ther enacted, That all fines 
to be assessed, as aforesaid, 


shall be certified by the pre- | 


siding officer of the court- 
martial before whom the 
game shall be assessed, to 
the marshal of the district 
in which the delinquent 
shall reside, or to one of his 
deputies, and also to the su- 
pervisor of the revenue of 
the same district, who shall 
record the said certificate 
in a book to be kept for that 
purpose. The said mar- 
shal, or his deputy, shall 
forthwith proceed to levy 
the said fines, with costs, 
by distress and sale of the 
goods and chattels of the 


t them, for one ca- | and that the same be trans- 


‘ferred from the office of 
| the adjutant-general of the 
| army of the U. States, with 
annual salaries, not to ex- 
| ceed what is now allowed 
by law, according to the 
discretion of the Secretary 
of War. 

36th. That the President 
of the U.S. be authorized 
| to select such number of 
places for the establish- 
ment of depots, in each mi- 
litia district of the U. S. 
as he may deem necessary 
for the safe keeping of mu- 
nitions and arms, and as the 
| rendezvous of the militia, 
or portions thereof, that 
| may be called forth. 

37th. That the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, 
‘artificers, mnsicians, and 





be levied, having cogni ithe officers receiving only half-pay. The estimate 
sance thereof to be sued | proceeds, however, upon a supposition that no officer ie 


for, prosecuted and reco- 
veredin the name of the | 
supervisor of the district; | 
with interests“and costs. 
Extract of a report of the| 
board of officers of which | 
Maj. Gen. Scott was Pre- | 
sident, convened in Wash- | 
ington in 1926, by order | 
of the War Department. | 
“The board, in the plan 
of organization, proposes 
an adjutant-general, with- | 
out rank, for the whole mi- | 
litia of the United States. 
The importance of such an 
officer, attached to the War | 
Department, it is believed, | 
could not be too highly es. | 
timated.”’ 
For the purpose of arm- 
ing the active class to be) 


to receive less than thirty dollars per month, and the 
sergeants full pay and rations. 
2. Estimate for one hundred thousand men: 


1 Brigadier, half-pay &52 00 
1 Brigade inspector "0 00 
4 Colonels, half-pay 150 00 
4 Lieutenant colonels, half-pay 120 08 
4 Majors, $30 120 06 
120 Captains and lieutenants, at S30 3,600 06 


160 Sergeants, pay and rations 2,240 00 


6,312 00 





For officers of one brigade 


For 25 brigades 157,800 00 





And for 1,000,000 1,578,000 06 


At thirty dollars per month, except sergeants; and, 
leaving them on full pay and rations, then the amount 
would be varied, as will appear by the third estimate, 
viz: 

134 Officers, in a brigade of 4,000 men, 


delinquent ; which costs, | privates of volunteers or 
and the manner of pro- | militia in the service of the 
ceeding, with respect to| U.S., except when called, 
the sale of the goods dis- | as provided for in the 17th 
trained, shall be agreeably | head, shall be entitied to 
to the laws of the State in| the like compensation, in 
which the same shallbe,in|case of disability, by 


other cases of distress.— 
And where any non-com- 
missioned officer or private 
shall be adjudged to suffer 
imprisonment, there being 
no goods or chattels to be 
found whereof to levy the 
said fines, the marshal of 
the district, or his deputy, 
may commit such delin- 
quent to jail, daring the 
teri for which he shal! be 





wounds or otherwise, in- 
curred in the service, as is, 
or may be allowed to offi- 
cers, non-commissoned of- 
ficers, artificers, musicians, 
and privates, of the army 
of the U.S. 

38th. That the several 
corps of volunteers which 
now exist in the several 
States, and in what man- 
ner soever organized, be 


called out for training: at $30 $4,020 00 
*Sre. 4. 4nd be it fur- | 160 Sergeants, on full pay and rations, 2,240 08 
ther enacted, That the vo-| ee 
lunteers or militia, who! One brigade 6,260 06 
have been or may be re- | 2 ___ 
ceived into the service of For 100,000, making twenty-five bri- 
the United States, to sup- gades 
press Indian depredations | 
in Florida, shall be entitled | And for 1,000,000 
to all the benefits which —_—_ 
are conferred on persons! Mr. Poinsett recommended that 100,000 men should 
wounded or otherwise dis-| be trained inthe neighborhood of depots of arins, to be 
abled inthe service of the | erected within each State, for the period of ten days ina 
United States. each and every year, and estimated the whole expense 
*Mr. Poinsett recom-|to the nation at $500,000 perannum. This estimate 
mended that 100,000 men| included the payment of the privates as well as offi- 
should be trained in the' cers; whereas Gen, Harrison proposes to pey the off:- 
neighborhood of depots of | cers and sergernts only. 
arms, to be erected within; The principal points of difference between the twe 


156,500 08 


$1,565,900 00 
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‘THE CRISIS. | 








itions, are, that Gen. Harrison proposed to make 

military tactics a branch of education in every school 
within the U.S. His language when treating of this sub- 
{ie is: “That a corps of the military institutions should 

formed to attend to the gymuastic and elementary 
part of education, in every school in the U.S., while 
the more scientific part of the art of war, shall be com- 
municated by professors of tactics, to be established in, 
all the higher seminaries.” “ 

“As the important advantages of the military part of 
the education of the youth, will accrue to the commu- 
nity, and not to the individuals who acquire it, it is pro- 
per that the whole expense of the establishment should | 

borne by the public Treasury.” 

The annual cost of this military education is estimated | 
at over two millions of dollars. 

“That, to comport with the equality which is the ba- | 
sis of our Constitution, the organization of the establish- 
ment should be such as toextend, without exception, to 
every individual of the proper age. 


“That to secure this, the contemplated military in- | 


struction should not be given in distinct schools, esta- | 


blished for that purpose, but that it should forma branch 
of education in every school within the U. 8.” 


| the whole force of the country could be summoned to! W f ‘ 
his statements be reconciled with the facts as they ap- 


pect will be looked to asthe means of doubling the, 
strength of an invading force, in that portion of our 
country, and of giving to the contest an aspect favor- 
able to the views of the fanaties of both continents, by 
drenching the hearth-stone of every Southern home- 
stead with the blood of its inhabitants. Is it not desir- 


‘able, then, that the militia of a country thus fearfully | 


exposed, should be well organized? And can it be | 
doubted, if, in such a crisis, each State division of or-| 
ganized militia, had its depots of arms, and were ren-_ 
dered expert and*prompt in the use of them, and fami- | 


to stay the progress of insurrection or invasion, until 


overcome it? The details of the bill were designed for 


| this purpose:—they may not be so well adapted to their | 


object, as others, which a full discussion of the subject 
might have elicited, and some of them, as I have before 
stated, when brouglit to the view of the President, were | 
not considered by him within the competency of Con-. 
gress to enact; but that they can, with any show of 
justice, subject me to the imputation of favoring a} 
Standing Army, | utterly deny. If the States cannot | 
trust their own independent and virtuous yeomanry, | 


been submitted to Congress; I hereby declare, that the 
first and original draft of the Secretary's plan, was not 
sufficiently completed to be submitted to him, before the 
latter part of January, 1940. 
(Signed) S. COOPER. 
/Issistant Adjutant- General, U. 8. Army 

If Mr. Phelps did not participate in, or was ignorant 
of the proceedings of the Committee, he ventured much 
in making statements founded upon conjecture. If 
not present at those proceedings, they were accessible 
to him asa member of the Committee, and he was 


‘liar with all the duties of soldiers, that it would serve | bound to ascertain the facts in the case, before he made 
| positive assertions, at variance with them—and if he 


were present and knew of these proceedings, how can 


pear upon the record? Of this, the public will judge.— 
It is not customary for the Heads of Departments to 


/ communicate to the President their correspondence with 
| Committees of Congress; and I did not acquaint Mr 


Van Buren with the demand made upon me, by the Se- 
nate Committee on the Militia, nor with my reply.— 
Had | done so, the bill would have been essentially mo- 
dified: for, when I did discuss the details with him, af- 
ter it was submitted to Congress, in the month of 


The next point of difference between the two plans j the owners of the soil, the suffragans, whose votes | March, in answer toa resolution of the House of Re- 
is, General Harrison's proposition to authorize the Pre-| create the Government, disciplined by officers of} presentatives, he expressed doubts as to the Constitu- 
sident to address his orders directly to an officer of mi-| their own choosing, and called into service by their | tionality of some of its provisions; and [ certainly 


litia, and not to the Governors of States. He says: 

“The Committee are of opinion, that the regulations | 
for calling forth the militia may remain substantially | 
as at present existing; that the President should, in all | 
cases, address his orders immediately to some officer of 
the militia, and not to the Executive of any State.— 
The Governor of a State is not a militia officer, bound 
to exeeute the orders of the President; he cannot be 
tried for disobedience of orders, and punished by the | 
sentence of a court-mgrtial,”’ 

In the third place, he confines the remuneration to be 
allowed to the militia when called out for training to 
the officers, commissioned and non-commissioned ; | 
whereas my proposition js, that the privates should be | 
paid for the time they are so engaged; and lastly the 
difference of cost in favor of my plan, which, it is be- | 
lieved, would not exceed $500,000 a year to carry it into | 
full effect; whereas that of General Harrison's, incluad- | 
ing the education of youth, willexceed three millions | 
of dollars annually. 

In reply to all the obloquy which my propositions to 
soorennise the militia of the U.S. have brought upon 
me, | beg leave once wore to state the motives which 
animated me when, in obedience to the wishes of a 
committeee of Congress, 1 drew up this plan, and to 
explain its whole scope and object. 

It is not to be denied that danger threatened the 
country at the time this plan was called for by Con- 

8, nor is it to be concealed that some preparation 
or war is rendered necessary by the peculiar cireum- 
stances attending our institutions, and the condition of 
our extensive frontiers, beyond that of the handfal of 
regular troops to which a Republican Government 
should always limit its standing force. With this sin- 
gle object in view, | proposed to embody, under the 
authority of the States, a certain number of battalions 
composed of their own citizen soldiers, called into ser- 
vice by their own executives, gnd commanded, as now, 
by their own officers; so that every State might have 
within itself an efficient force ‘to repel sudden invasion, | 
or put down domestic insurrection—nor can | compre- | 
hend in what manner such a body of militia, dependent 
upon State authority, and commanded by State officers, 
could be converted into an instrument of power by the 
Federal Government; or by what process of reasoning 





armed and well trained militia, composed of its own 
citizens, can be interpreted into a design to establish a 


my intention to furnish the States with a skilful, well | “ed, also to request an estimate of the 


own State Executive, then indeed a Standing Army 
may become indispensable to protect the country from 
foreign enemies. But that is a supposition too in- 
sulting to the American character to entertain. I) 
cannot think, that, in this matter, I have merited 
the censure of my fellow-citizens. The weight of thdlr 
displeasure ought rather to fall on those who misrepre- | 
sent ali attempts to render the militia efficient, and 
who, opposed as they are to the power of the people, | 
seek to supersede it, and not on those who exert their 
honest and earnest efforts to do away with the necessi- 
ty of a Standing Army by enabling the people to defend | 
themselves. 

After my explicit and .solemn assurance, that the 
President was not made acquainted with the details of 
my plan for re-organizing the militia until they had 
been communicated to the House of Representatives, 
and after the clear and satisfactory explanation given 
by the President himself of the part he took in this mat- 
ter, it is with some surprise that I have seen the at- 
tempt to which you have called my attention, made by | 
Mr. Rives, through the instrumentality of Mr. Phelps, , 
to impugn those statements. 

Mr. Phelps says, “that such a bill was reported and 
submitted with the annual report is not to be questioned.” | 
If such had been the case the bill would have formed | 
part of the documents sent in with the annual report, | 


| which it does not do. If such had been the case, | 


would Mr. Phelps, as a member of the committee, have | 
voted on the 10th January, as it is presumed he must. 
have done, to require the Secretary of War to furnish | 
the committee with the details of his plan? And yet, | 
on the next day, the Chairman of the committee, the 
Hon. C. C. Clay, addressed to me a letter in these | 
words : 
“Sir:—I am instructed by the Committee on the Mi- | 
* Jitia to request of you an exposition of your plan for | 
‘ organizing the militia ofthe United States. It is de- 
‘‘ sirable that we should be farnished a draft of such bill, | 
‘as is contemplated in your.report, accompanying | 


| the President’s late annual message, and, also, such 


** ‘details’ as you propose, so far as they may be neces- 
* sary to enable the committee to com 
“ ration of the contemplated measure. 







m instruct- 
penditure 
“ deemed necessary to give effect to the propased plan 
* of organization. 

“« With great respect, I am, Sir, 





standing army of two hundred thousand men! 
The old law which required each citizen to provide | 
himself with arms was left standing in the new project, | 
because it was a legislative enactment coeval with the | 
government of the United States, authorizing every 


“ Your ob't. serv’t., \ 
“ C. C. CLAY, Chairman, &c. | 


‘Hon. J. R. Poixserr, Sec’y. of War.”’ { 


Would such a letter have been written by order of the 


ehend the ope- | 'TY- 


| should not have persisted in presenting those propos:- 
| tions to Congress, in opposition to his opinions. 


Disgraceful attempts are made to impugn the veracity 


of the highest oflicer of the Government, by confound- 


ing the project of organizing the Militia, as sketched 
out in my report to the President in November, with the 
plan submitted to Congress, long after the President's 


| Message was sent in. On referring to the papers 
|of that period, it will be seen, that the press of 


both parties united in commending the project as 
it was explained in that report. No objections were 
made to my proposals to dispense with the annual 
training of the great body of the militia, now amount- 
ing to two millions, as an useless burthen on the 
people—to organize in each of the eight military 
districts into which the U. States were to be divided, 
a body of twelve thousand five hundred men, making 
an active force of one hundred thousand men to be 


‘drilled for a given number of days in the year; and to 


form at the end of a certain term a reserve of the same 
number, so as to discipline by rotation the whole militia 
between the ages of twenty-one and thirty-seven.— 
These measures were, on the contrary, spoken of in 
terms of the highest commendation, and they consti- 
tuted the plan which the President recommended to the 
consideration of Congress in his annual message. On 
referring to the objections which have been subsequent- 
ly made to my plan, they will be found confined exclu- 
sively to its details, which were not matured until nearly 
two months after the President's annual message was 
sent in, and not submitted to his inspection until they 
had been transmitted to the House of Representatives. 

It appears, then, that because the President recom- 
mended a subject universally acknowledged to be of vi- 
tal importance to the country, to the serious considera- 


“Senate U.S., Jan. 11, 1840. _, tion of Congress, it is argued that he recommended the 


plan itself and all its details; and, in the face of the 
most positive assurances and irrefragable proof to the 
contrary, this charge is repeated in the coarsest lan 

guage and attempted to be sustained by garbled state- 
ments and the most flimsy and contemptible sophistry, 
alike deregatory to the character of its authors and in- 
sulting to the understanding of the people of this coun- 


‘I trust that this unjustifiable attempt to deceive the 
honest yeomanry of our country will be rebuked as it 
deserves by their universal reprobation. 


I have the honor to be, 
| With esteem and regard, 


Dear Sir, 
Your faithful and ob’t serv’t, 
J. R. POINSETT. 


| The Mammoth Whig Convention. 





man to bear arms, and distinguishing it from the go- | committee, if it had been already in possession of the | \The Whigs, with a view of carrying the State as it 


vernments of the old world, which by law restrict this 
right to certain favored ¢lasses. But 1 proposed | 


bill? The preparation of the details of the bill, required 
more time and attention than I could bestow upon it, 


were by storm, are getting up their Convention of the 
| 5th of October, on the grandest scale. Are they not 


the establishment of depots of arms at convenient and 1 employed Major Cooper and Captain De Hart, | most magnificent fellows? They are inviting Whigs 

points in all the States, where, in addition tothe arms | to aid me in drafting it, 2nd in copying the sections of not by wagons full, or by acres full, but by whole “Se 

now distributed by the Government to the States,and the existing laws, which it was proposed to retain.—' ties full—with a view of swelling their numbers, mav- 

@* hich are insufficient when placed in the hands ofthe | With all their diligence, they were not able to present nifying their pompous procession, and making the incest 
the corrected details of the bill until some days after the | of jt. They are for bringing in the boys to enlarge 


mass of the militia, arms, ammunition, clothing and ac- 
coutrements should be kept, not only to supply the! 


request of the committce was received at this Depart- 


}their triumph. They are getting up a Tippecanoe 


glaring defect of the present attempts to train the mi- ment, and the bill was not sent to the committee until | Club of little boys from 12 to 16 years of age to meet and 
litia without arms, but as essential to prompt defence in | the 28th January, as appears upon the records of the | honor the Little Tips from the county of Dinwiddie; who, 


cases of sudden invasion or insurrection. 

On our Northern border we have a vigilant and | 
powerful neighbor, with wel! disciplined regular forces | 
placed at every commanding point, supported by a well | 
organized and well trained militia. On our Western 
frontier we have hordes of warlike Indians, that might 
easily be cfnverted into a formidable auxiliary force 
bya preg enemy. 

In the Islands within a short distance of our South- 
ern coast, there are known to exist regiments of blacks 


| 


Department, and from the declaration of Major Cooper, | poor dears, when they met cried out yes and no to every 


as furnished by that officer, on the application of the 
Editors of the Globe, and which is as follows: 


motion that was made to them—Some of them, how 
| ever, no doubt just as wise as some children of larger 


“Having been charged by the Secretary of War, in) growth who will grace our Capitol on the 5th October 


conjunction with Captain De Hart of the Army, to pre- 
pare the provisions of his bill for the better organization 
of the militia, according to the views suggested by the 
Secretary, and to compare the same with the existing 
militia laws, with a view to retain such of them as might 
be deemed expedient; and also to refer to the various 


| We claim the merit of suggesting to the Whigs the 

following new proposition to eke out their swelling: 
pageant: 

XP Norice.—A meeting of the Babies of Richmond, with their 
Nurses, is respectfully requested This Evening, at the Log Cabin, 

in order to form a Tippecanoe Infant Club, No. 1, to msech in the 

procession of the 5th October. 


which, in tig present temper of the times, we mustex , Plans on the same subject, which at different times had | N. B.—On no account forget the caudle cups or sugar rags. 
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Pe THE CRISIS. 231 
RICHMOND, Va., WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 16. , cided, more orderly and dignified—-more discreet in their | from the Convention to the people of Virginia on the 
‘* 4 wise and frugal Government which shall restrain men from | proceedings, and scarcely more eloquent in their Speak- great political questions involved in the “apnea, 
injuring ome another; shall leave them otherwise free to regulate their |©TS- And we are now satisfied, ifwe entertained any Presidential election, and on the superior claims o 
own pursuits of industry and improvement; and shall not take from | doubt before, thatthe Orators ofthe Republican party | Martin Van Buren to the Chief Magistracy of the Union. 
the mouth of labor the bread it has earned. This is the sum of good outstrip their coinpetitors as much in their speaking ta- (The following gentlemen were appointed to compose 
government.—Mr. Jerrerson’s [navGurat Appress. ‘ rpg : ° . : > . 
ts, ei tether t+ tance oa |lent, as they doin the justice of their cause. We have | the committee: John 8. Millson, Robert Ridley, John 
Charlottesville Convention. | heverseen a more august and imposing Convention in| W. Nash, Alexander Dortch, Charles Yancey, Paul 
Virginia, firm and immovable as her own Mountains. | Virginia—one, which assembled in finer spirit, and ad-| Taylor, James Garland, Robert I. Poulson, Jno. M. 
We bless the day which brought the Charlottesville |jourmed in greater harmony and more buoyant hopes. Garnett, John W. Tyler, Peter V. Daniel, Thomas J. 
Convention together. We bless the day, which col- | None has done more service to the State. It seals! Randolph, William Smith, Charles Hunton, John C. 


lected so many Delegates at that celebrated and beauti- | henceforth the fate of Whiggery in the Old Dominion. | R. Taylor, James H. Carson, Reuben Moore, Porter- 
field A. Heiskell, Augustus A. Chapman, Robt. M. 


ful village, favored with the finest scenery which Na- | “ ; 4 te: 
ture could pour around it, honored by its vicinity to the DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION. Hudson, Nathaniel Burwell, Robt. A. Thompson, Cy- 


tomb of Jefferson, and graced with the first Literary In- | Wednesday, Sept. 9th, 1340. | rus Vance. , 
stitution in the State.— We bless the day, which brought Pursuant to previous notice, the Democratic Con- 3. Resolred, That a Committee of seven be appoint- 


together so much true Virginia spirit, so much talent, | vention of Virginia, this day convened in Charlottes- ed to take all appropriate measures for the distribution 
so inuch eloquence, so much devotion to principle, so | ville. The Convention was called to order by Judge | of the Speeches and Electoral tickets, which have been 
much order, so much discretion, so much noble bearing, | Peter V. Daniel, of Richmond, on whose motion Maj. | prepared by the Central Committee for this Conven- 
such elevated sentiments. We bless the day, which | Charles Yancey of Buckingham temporarily took the | tion, among the various counties and cities of the Com- 
has dissipated every possible doubt, that Virginia is | chair. monwealth; and that as those speeches and tickets have 
still true to her own great principles, as unshaken| Judge Peter V. Daniel, in behalf of a Committee pre- | been obtained in anticipation of the wants of this Con- 


and immovable as the base of Monticello mountain | viously appointed at an informal meeting of the mem- vention, upon the sole responsibility of the Central 
Committee, each of the Delegates composing the Con- 


itself—and which showed moreover, that that ge- | bers, made the following report; which was concurred ‘ 
nius and eloquence is not yet gone, which has cast | in ty the Convention: vention be requested to contribute such sum of money 
so much lustre upon her annals, and which only “The Committee appointed last evening by an infor- as he may find convenient, not less than two dollars, to 
awaits the proper occasion to excite and bring forth | mal meeting of the members of the Democratic Con- | raise funds which may be necessary, to reimburse that 
in all its beauty. We shall never cease to hail the | vention to recommend to the Convention a plan for its Committee, and to meet other expenses which have 
day with sincere satisfaction which brought us into | organization, have performed the duty assigned them, been or may be incurred, in promoting the object of this 
contact and acquaintance with so many men of whom | and beg leave to submit the following resolutions for its Convention. 
we have heard so often—and whose persons were adoption: 4. Resolved, That a Committee of twenty-three be 
inore unknown to us than their reputations.—But we! “I. Resolved, That there be appointed a President, | @ppoint« d, whose duty it shall be to matare and report 
have not time to-day to enter inio the details which the | five Vice Presidents, and two Secretaries, to preside the most advisable scheme of a regular county organi- 
Public curiosity demands; and we must refer to the over its deliberations and to record its proceedings. | zation, by which all legitimate means may be employed 
short sketch which we copy from our worthy friend 2. Resolred, That Col. Livy Banxs, of Madison, be | to animate and concentrate the energies of the Repub- 
Leake's paper, and to the journal of its proceedings. | recommended as a suitable individual to act as the Pre- lican party, to bring every qualified voter to the polls, 
We have parted in cordial brotherhood with all our sident of the Convention. /and to rally throughout every county in the State the 
fellow-delegates, and with the most uudonbted convic-| 3. Resolved, That Maj. Cuas. Yancey of Bucking- | entire Democratic strength to the maintenance of their 
|ham be recommended as the Ist Vice President; Jonny cherished principles; and that sucg Committee be re- 
commended to consider and report on the propriety of 


tion of the success of our cause in November next.— | 
Nota momentary doubt flits across our imagination.— | Carciit of Sussex as 2d Vice President; Col. Avprew : . : 
3 Delegates, one to| Berry of Monroe as 3d Vice Presideat; Gen. Wa. F. | having Sub-Committees appointed by each county to 
/challenge and to canvass before the Commissioners of 
Elections every bad and suspicious vote, by whatever 


A Committee was constituted of 2° 
| Gorvon of Albemarle as 4th Vice President; and In- 
| party offered; and also on the propriety of having, in 








—— - ~ 


each Electoral District. It was composed of gentlemen 

of the greatest discretion and highest character—Dr. | MAN Horner of Fauquier as 5th Vice President. 
Butler of Smithfield and of the Ist Electoral District at; 4. Resolred, That Tuos. Rircaie, Esq.,and Wm. A. 
their head. They took every pains to ascertain the | Haris, Esq., be recommended as suitable persons to be | Very county or district where there may be reason to 
probable vote in each county ineach District, without | appointed Secretaries. believe that the sentiments of the Delegate or Senator 
forcing the result—They appealed for the most accu-| 5. Resolved, That it be recommended to the Conven- | from such county or district do not accord with those 
rate information to the Delegates of every county—and tion to adopt the rules of the House of Delegates of | of his courraee nt, books of instruction opened by’ the 
they assured us, that their calculation was made upon | Virginia, asthe rules of their proceedings, so far as the | side of the Poll-takers for the purpose of ascertaining 
the basis of a liberal allowance to the Whigs, and of a | same may be applicable to this Convention; but, that in | the sense of the people on the propriety of electing, 
inoderate allotment to the Republicans. The balance | voting uponany preposition, upon which the ayes and during the next session of the Legislature, U. 8S. Sena- 
sheet presents a majority for the Republican party in 15 | noes are ordered, the vote shall be taken by counties, | tors friendly to the present Adwinistration, 

Districts, and eight to the Whigs—and a nett summery | cilies,and boroughs represented, which shail be entitled (The foliowing gentlemen were appointed under the 


majority to Mr. Van Buren of 5,918.—For our own | to the same number of votes that they are entitled to in above resolution—Theophilus Fisk, Thos, Wallace, 
Nivison Watkins, Tygnal Jones, J. Willis Wilson, 


parts, we have scaled some of their calculations by the | the House of Delegates. nevenne 4 Ys : : 
information we had previously received from numerous; 6. Resolved, That this committee recommend that Paul Pay lor, Geo, P. Keesee, John B. Ailworth, John 
counties; and we have come to the conclusion, that if | the President of the Convention request the Rev. Cler- R. Taylor of Middlesex, Walker P. Conway, Thomas 
our friends do their duty, we shall cerry the whole State gy to open the proceedings of the Convention with Ritelue, Wm. P. Gordon, Alexander Holladay, John 
by at least 7,000. We learn, that our cause is gaining | prayer.” B. Downman, Win. ¢ ‘astleman, Wim. R. Almond, Abra- 
in all directions, as light pours in upon the People, and On being conducted to the Chair, Col. Banks deliver- | bam Byrd, Robert J. Taylor, Andrew Beirne, Robert 
the Humbugs of the Whigs dissipate into thin air.—j|ed an appropriate address, setting forth the objects of M. Hudson, Johu 5. Davidson, Robert A. Thompson, 
There was not a Delegate, with whom we conversed, | the Convention. Cyrus Vance.) “ ‘ ! 
and we talked to at least ahundred of them on the re-| On motion of Thos. Ritchie, Esq., Richard B. Gooch,| 5 Resolred, That a Committee of seven be appoint- 
sult in Virginia—who did not seem to have made up a_ was appointed assistant Secretary. ed, whose duty it shall be to ascertain in what counties 
definitive opinion—and there was not one of them who, Judge Peter V. Daniel offered the following resolu. "0 Corresponding Cominittees have been appointed by 
did not count upon a strong and triumphant majority. | tion, which was adopted : ‘ the Republican Convention of last February, or by the 
We, therefore, announce to our Republican brethren| Resolved, That a Committee of 23 be appointed by Republican party | in these counties; and on duly ad- 
every where, that Virginia is safe, perfectly safe, for the President, (one from each Electoral District,) to Visng with the delegates tn this Convention from those 
Martin Van Buren. ‘report such arrangements as the Convention may adopt °F neighboring counties, .o recommend by name, Re- 
The Convention has rendered the most essential ser-| for furthering the objects of its meeting. publican citizens for the immediate constitution of 
vice to the Republican cause. It has distributed about| Whereupon the President appointed the following such committees 
70,000 of the best pamphlets of the day, and several | gentlemen to compose the committee aforesaid, to wit: (The following gentlemen constitnte the ( ommittee 
thousands of the Electoral Tickets. Ithas agreed upon Robert Butler, Edward P. Scott, John W. Nash, Wim. for the above named purpose :—John M Selden, Geo. 
an Address tothe People, which presents in the strong- Meredith, Samuel C. Anderson, Wm. N. Meriwether, W. Macrae, James Pr. Hil, Reube n¢ Kneisley, Wm. 
est and most eloquent manner, the great principles of | Norborne N. Taliaferro, John B. Ailworth, John Mer- Marteney, Robert J. Taylor, A. He Paylor ) ; 
our party,and the superior qualifications of our candi- | cer Garnett, John W. Tyler, James Bosher, John Z. 6. Resolred, That a commit ee of one from oak Elee- 
date. It has agreed upon an elaborate and general plan | Holladay, Ambrose P. Hill, John R. Wallace, Henry tora} District be appointed, whose ety, IB shall be to 
of County Organization, for bringing all our Voters to  Bedinger, James Harvie Carson, Henry B. Jennings, collect the sense of the people on the pending election 
the Polls, for excluding fraudulent votes, forming De-| Porterfield A. Heiskell, Augustus A. Chapman, Dame] | —to estimate the prospects of the resul’; and to accer 
mocratic Associations, and rousing the People. It has| H. Hoge, Robert.M. Hudson, Robert A. Thompson, | t#'" the character of the means, devices, charges and 
enabled us to calculate the popular vote upon the; and Wm. Marteney. humbugs employed by the A, deral party for cefeating 
safest elements, and to understand the devices, tricks} The Convention was then most ably and eloquently the election ol Martin Van Buren. : 
addressed by John Z. Holladay, of Louisa, and Nor- (The following genticinen were appointed to compose 
the Committee aforesaid:—Robert Butler, Richard H 


and hambugs of the Whigs in every section of the j 
State. It has enabled us to supply Corresponding | borne M. Taliaferro, of Franklin. . 
Committees in many of the counties, which were not| After which, the Convention took a recess till 4. P arham, Higgerson Hancock, William Meredith, Wil- 
already supplied with them. We shall publish these o'clock, P. M. liam C. Flournoy, Robert H. Gray, Nathaniel Wilson, 
Reports as soon as possible; and then no man can Wednesday Evening,4 P.M. | John B. Ailworth, Benj. F. Dabney, Alexander Fitz- 
say, that we went in vain. In fact, we have chalked| The Convention being called to order by the Presi- hugh, Samuel D. Denoon, tae L. Gordon, Robert r 
out a plan of General Organization—and instructed our | dent, was opened with a prayer fromthe Rev. Wm. 8. | Willis, Stevens I’. Mason, Valker P. Conway, John 8. 
brethren how to arm to the teeth. The number of | White of Charlottesville. Calvert, Edward H Smith, Benj. fF. Graham, Augustus 
the Delegates, as recorded on Friday morning, was Gen. Wm. F. Gordon delivered an eloquent and A. Chapman, Nathaniel Burwell, Cyrus McCormick, 
more than 600—but they were not all then put down. | stirring address. Jos. G. LeFevre, Wm. Marteney.) 

Some too had gone off without being recorded—Some| Mr. Nash, from the Committee of 25, reported the 7. Resolved, That a Committee of 23 be appointed to 
who were present did not carry out the requisition of | following resolutions, which were adopted unanimously: consider and report upon any other matters, which may 
the Committee for their names. The whole number| 1. Resolved, That the delegates of each County, City | not have been embraced in the preceding Resolutions 
was in all probability more than 700. Some estimated and Borough be requested to lay before the Secretary,) (Committee:—Archibald Atkinson, N. M. Martin, Ab- 
it as high as 690. Some counties were prevented from on or before Friday morning, a list of the delegates who ner Crump, Tygnal Jones, Samuel C. Anderson, Rob. 
sending Delegates by their great distance; and some are in attendance on this Convention, together with the | A. Clements, G. P. Keesee, J. H. Dix, Daniel Dejar- 
appointed alternates, who did not actforthem. Several| names of their respective Counties, Cities and Bo-)| natt, J. N. Powell, Washington Greenhow, Littlebury 
of the Eastern counties were cut off by sickness; some | roughs endorsed on their memorandum, and the Post! N. Liggen, John Willis, James French, Henry Bedin- 
by the rumors of an insurrectionary movement; and Office of each delegate. ‘ger, Philip Pittman, Robert Grattan, Benj. F. Porter, 
some by the rains of Friday and Saturday preceding. | 2. Resolved, That a Committee of 23, one fromeach Andrew Beirne, Henry Ribble, Danie! H, Hoge, Jacob 
But we have never seen a meeting more spirited and de- | Electoral District, be appointed to prepare am Address Goshorn, Jos. G. LeFevre.) 
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THE CRISIS. 





Mr. Ritchie then offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to make 
arrangements for the accommodation of such ladies as 
may wish to attend the proceedings of this Convention. 

in motion, Thos, Ritchie, Esq., was requested to act 
as Treasurer. 

The Convention then adjourned till to-morrow morn- 
ing, at 10 o'clock. 

Thursday, September 10th, 10 2. M. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment, and 
was opened with prayer by Rev. Wm.S. White. 

Mr. Leake, from the committee to distribute Docu- 


ments, moved that the same be enlarged so as to con- | 


sist of twenty-one members. 

(The Committee, as thus organized, is as follows: 
Mordecai Cooke, Jr., Thomas Wallace, John M. Tre- 
villian, William Meredith, John W. Wilson, Charles 
BK. Davis, Williams, James H. Dix, Benjamin F. 
Dabney, George W. McCrae, J. M. Selden, Shelton F. 
Leake, Thomas Hill, Henry M. Lewis, John S. David- 
son, Philip C. Jones, George Baylor, Cyrus H. Me- 
Cormick, Andrew Beirne, William Marteney, Joseph 
G. LeFevre.) 

On motion, the Committee on Miscellaneons matters 
was directed to re-organize so as “to consist of a mem- 
ber from each Electoral District to be appointed by 





the different delegations —and that each member be en- | 


titled in committee to the vote to which his delegation 
isentitled under the rules of this convention.” 

The Committee thus organized, consisted of the fol- 
lowing persons: 

John N. Tazewell, Robert Ridley, Archibald Camp- 
bell, Tygnal Jones, 5. C. Anderson, Adolphus D. Read, 
Nathaniel Wilson, John B. Ailworth, Benj. F. Dabney, 
J. N. Powell, Jas. M. Selden, Thos, J. Randolph, Wm. 
Smith, Wm. W. Wallace, Henry Bedinger, Nathaniel 
Burwell, fsaac Thomas, George Baylor, Andrew Beirne, 
Daniel H. Hoge, Henry Ribble, R. A. Thompson, Jo- 
seph G. LeFevre. 

The Convention was then addressed by Wim. Smith, 
Esq.,in a strain of high-souled and surpassing elo- 
re after which a recess was taken until 4 o'clock, 


Thursday Evening, 4 P. M. 


The Convention again convened. Henry Bedinger, | 


Ksq., of Jefferson, claimed the undivided attention of 
all present by a chaste and forcible address. 

The Hon. Wm H. Roane, of the U. S. Senate, was 
then introduced to the Convention and delivered a 
highly impressive address, portions of which were most 
tonchingly eloquent. 

Daniel H. Hoge, of Montgomery, delivered a brie 
but pertinent address. 

Theophilus Fisk then made some interesting and 
happy remarks, after which the Convention adjourned. 

Friday, September \\th. 

The Convention met, and was opened with prayer by 
the Rev. Wm. 8. White. 

The severat Committees made reports upon the mat- 
ters consigned to their care; which were agreed to by 
the Convention. 

On motion, it was Resolred, That the following gen- 
tlemen, resident in Richmond, be appointed a committee 
to append such documents to the Address of this Con- 
vention as they may think proper, to wit: Thomas 
Ritchie, Peter V, Daniel, Washington Greenhow, Jas. 
A. Seddon and John Rutherfoord. 

Johu Willis, Esq., of Orange, read a letter from the 
Hon. George M. Dallas, of Pennsylvania, which, he 


moved to be printed, together with the proceedings of 


the Convention. Agreed to. 

Washington Greenhow, Esq , of Richmond, and Wm. 
Smith, Esq., of Culpeper, addressed the Convention in 
a brief but admirable manner; after which, the usual 
revess was taken. 

Four o'clock, P. M. 

Samuel C. Anderson, Esq., of Prince Edward, took 
the stand and delivered a lucid and effective Address. 

James Garland, Esq., of Pittsylvania, made some 
brief and well-pointed remarks. 

Thos. Ritchie, Esq., offered the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the cordial thanks of this Convention 
be presented to the Committee of Arrangements of 
Charlottesville, for the very judicious and admirable 
arrangements they have made for the accommodation 
of the Convention; to the Rev. Wim. 8S. White, for the 
eloquent and appropriate offices which he has been kind 
enough to render to this Convention; and also to the 
citizens of Charlottesville generally, for their kindness 
and hospitality to our several members. 

Paul Taylor, Esq., of Halifax, offered the following 
resolutions, whieh were unanimously adopted: 

1. Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be 
given to the President, for the admirable manner in 
which he has presided over its deliberations. 

2. Resolred, That the thinks of this Convention be 
given to the Secretary and Assistant Secretaries, for 
their attention to its proceedings. 

Col. Banks, as President of the Convention, then de- 
Lyered an appropriate valedictory address—alter which, 


ia 








on motion of Robert Ridley, Esq., of Southampton, the | Harrison has no claim upon the country, that has not 


Convention adjourned sine die. 
LINN BANKS, President. 
Cuarres Yascey, 
Wm. F. Gorpon, 
Anporew Beirye, 
Inman Horner, 
Joun Carciii, 
} Ist Vice Presidents. 
| Tnos. Rrrenir, Secretary. 
{Li The names of the members of the Convention, and 
the Reports of the Committees which were respectively 
adopted, will appear forthwith. 





| The Fredericksburg Arena indulges in a coarse vein 
, of vitaperation against Judge Peter V. Daniel, because 
| he addressed the Democratic Association of that town, at 
| the instance and sclicitation of the members who com- 
| posed it. During th: .dministration of the elder Adams, 
the Whigs passed a law to punish those who spoke 
disrespectfully of the President. The Jaw so shocked 
the national sense, that it was repealed. They have re- 
cently attempted to pass a law to punish officeholders— 


not daring to embrace every citizen, as before, in the | 


| operation of its penalties, but not the less, on that ac- 
| count, unconstitutional. For this attempt, they were 


| rebuked severely, by not only the Administration party, | 


| but, in some instances, by their own friends: whilst 
others, willing to go with them, feared to risk it, and 
dodged the question, when brought toa final yote.— 
| Though beaten and bafiled in this second effort to lay 
jan embargo on the freedom of discussion, and compell- 
/ed te retire from the field in disgrace, yet the signs of 
the times clearly show, that they have not surrendered 
| the principle involved in the Sedition law of Mr. Adams, 
}orthe Gag Bill of Mr. Crittenden. Hence you find 
jevery Whig Editor in the Union, and all the Whigs, 
| with some few exceptions, abusing every officeholder 
| under the Federal Government, who dares to express 
his opinions on political subjects, in behalf of the Ad- 
ministration. This one fact of itself, taken in connec- 
{tion with the former efforts of the party, is sufficient 
| why a free people should frown with indignant repro- 
| bation on the hypocritical claim they advance to the 
| appellation of Republicans, and the friends of liberty. 
As another proof that they are not governed by prin- 
| ciple in this matter; that it is owing to no apprehension 
| of danger to their liberties, from permitting officehold- 
ers to interfere in elections, is, that if one of these of- 
| ficeholders should be of their way of thinking, not a 


word of complaint is ever heard from them. Witness | 


| the officeholders in the Convention which was held at 


f Columbus in Ohio—at Harrisburg—at Baltimore and 


everywhere, these men have had the folly to gather 
their myrmidons for political effect. Witness the of- 
| ficeholeors at Washington. Witness the Postmasters 


jin the U. S., who are using every means the facility of 


| their office affords to injure the Administration. Witness 


| their gross, insolent and impertinent letters to Mr. Ken- | 


| dall, which are seized on by the Whig press with demo- 

niac exultation, as adding to their ‘capital’ of hum- 
| buggery and injustice. 
| State officers in the affairs of the Log Cabin here. 
Judges Upshur and Scott may make Speeches in op- 
| position to Mr. Van Buren; but, if Judges Daniel and 

Tucker respond to a call of their fellow-citizens, and 
| defend him against the attack of its enemies, it is sul- 
j lying the Judicial ermine. This is Whig even-handed 
| justice. Pegram and Macfarland, bank officers, may 
| do the same—yet, if Dr. Brockenbrough writes a letter 

in reply to his fellow-citizens, he is assailed in every 
| fourm by the Whig Log Cabinites. 


| Witness all these things and ask yourselves if it is, 


| love of liberty or contempt for the understandings of 
| the people which animates the Whigs. Theycant about 
| interference of officeholders in elections! 


} 





The “Log Cabin” monarchists, knowing the delicacy 
| of Col. Johnson's situation towards Gen. Harrison, lose 
no opportunity to avail themselves of a pretext to bring 
him before the public, as endorsing their high-wrought 
panegyrics on his military character. The last instance 
of this sort, is to be found ina Correspondence between 
the Colonel and T. D. Carneal, in which, Carneal sug- 
| gests to him, that “doubt” might arise as to his opinion 

of Gen. Harrison's “courage,”’ troma report of a Speech 


jof his referred to in the Chillicothe Advertiser. Col. | 


| Johnson replies by denying that be had ev r made any 


imputations against his “courage;” and this is paraded 
forth in all the Whig newspapers, as a “finisher to the | 


| misrepresentations so industrously circulated against 
|the military character of Gen. Harrison.”’ Bat, after 


all, this is but the opinion of one man, and he too bu. | 


sily engaged in the fight to have known whether Har- 
rison was doing his duty or not. He says, “every thing 
|} saw met my entire approbation.”” Now, Harrison was 
ja mile off from the scence of action. Harrison's resiz- 
| nation during the war, and acknowledgment that he was 
| “disgraced” by the refusal of the Senate to vote hima 
| sword—together with the fact that Mr. Clay passed 
over his name in 1816,.in his catalogue of brave and 
successful warriors, and many other circumstances 
| which might be mentioned, prove too clearly that Gen. 


Witness the interference of 





been fally liquidated in dollars and cents long ago.— 

Col. Johnson's situation in the matter is known to be a 

delicate one. He doubtless is sincere in all he says 
|of Gen. Harrison—We believe he is; but the imperti- 
| nent importunity with which the monarchists continu- 

ally beset him, should be treated with the contempt it 
| deserves. No relation can be so sacred that they will 
| not violate it, to make political capital for their Aero of 
Cider. 
Mr. Webster and the Independent Treasury. 
| Differing widely as we ever have with Mr. Webster, in politics, 
| we have nevertheless been a sincere admirer of his genius, his 
| learning, hi» great comprehension of mind and power of oratory- 
| Entertaining such opinions, we were both surprised and mortified 
| to see him descending, in a late Speech at Saratoga, to the lowest 
| sophistry and the grossest misrepresentations. He not only argues 
| in the Speech that the Independent Treasury will lower the wages 
| of labor, but states that such is the opinion of its effects commonly 
held by its friends. We would ask Mr. Webster who are the 
friends of the Independent Treasury? Are they the wealthy ca 
pitalists of the land—men, who live without Jabor from the income 
| of money or property? He well knows, that this class are almost 
to a man its bitter opponents and revilers. He well knows further, 
that its friends are, nearly every one of them, dependent on their 
own labor, in some form, for their own support. [sit credible, that 
' these men sustain this measure, believing and asserting at the sam® 
time, that it will reduce their own wages? The proposition is mon- 
strous, and carries its refutation on its face. Fut Mr. Webster and 
every body else knows, that the friends of this new measure sus_ 
| tain it for the very opposite reason; that is, because they believe 
it will in some degree reduce the number and profits of exclusive 
privileges, promote equality of rights, and improve the condition 
| of the laborer.--Mr. Webster knows, that there is a deep and abid- 

ing belief among those who live by industry, that the profits of 
| 
| banking are drawn exclusively from a tax on labor, and that labor 
| Would be better paid in the absence of the banka, because it would 
| then enjoy all the products of its own exertions. Mr. Webster 

himself must have entertained this opinion at another period of 
| his life, if the declaration is his which we have seen ascribed to 
| him, in many of the Democratic papers of the Union, without con 
| tradiction, that ‘‘a more effectual plan could not be devised by the 
| ingenuity of mau to fertilize the rich man’s field at the expense of 
| the poor man’s brow, than the State Banking system.’’ So far 
| then from its’being true, that the friends of the Independent Trea- 
| sury assert that it will lower wages, their main argument in its 
| favor is, that it will enhance wages. 

In this Speech of Mr. Webster, at Saratoga, he says: ‘Di- 
minish the mouths that consume, and multiply the arms that 
| produce, and you have the Treasury prescription for mitigat- 
| ing distress and raising prices!’ Does he think that a taunt- 
{ing and contemptuous sneer can refute the proposition? We 
tell him, we have no doubt it is very the best prescription for 
distress—the only permanent and reliable means of raising 
| prices. Labor can only be paid for in labor; for, money is 
| one of the products of labor. It follows, therefore, that the more 
| laborers, and fewer idle, dependant consumers, the better each la- 
| borer is paid. Mr, Webster once thought the curreney of the 

country ought to be money—not inconvertible bank notes. Money 
lean only be produced by labor; consequently, the more laborers, 
| the better the currency. Money as surely follows industry, as air 
rushes into a vacuum, or water finds its level. And the best, the 
only and the certain way to regulate the currency, is, to have as 
many laborers and as few idlers as possible. Money is sure to find 
its way where it is wanted; and the laborer need not disturb him 
| self about the currency, further than to see that its natural course 
| is not arreated by intriguing politicians, who, under pretext of fe 
tering industry, are always seeking to tax it. 
| The economy of a single family and that of a nation is alike in 
all respects. ‘l'ake two families of twelve members each. In the 
one, there are six laborers; in the other, all twelve are tabore:s.— 
| Place each of these families in an uninhabited island; and which 
| will prosper most—which will get the highest wages for labor?— 
Surely the one that has all labore:s, and no idle consumers; be- 
| cause, they will not have to divide the wages of their labor with 
six idle consumers. Set the idle six, if you please, in the the other 
| family, to making bank notes for a better currency, you will not 
thereby in the least improve the circumstances ot the family, or 
| raise the wages of labor—Uowever, should there be ay: ung Biddle 
| or a Webster among them, he would make them believe for a w hile 
that they were far outstripping their more laborious neigtho-s in 
the road te fortune.—Time was when Mr. Webster was opposed 
| to paper money, and a protective Tariff, when he held the opini on, 
that the aggregate industry of a country, could not be fostered hy 
legislation, and that all attempts to do se, operated as a tac on the 
many for the benefit of the Few. He now talks of change, change, 
and promises us a Government that shall foster every branch of tn- 
dustry. He proposes in his old age to assist in performing feats 
| precisely like those of the juggler who advertixed that he would 
| lift himself by the waistband of his breeches, and then jump dowa 
his own throat; or, like the Yankees, who swapped coats with each 
other till they cleared five dollars a-piece. He ts our American Ar- 
| chimedes, who propo-es to lift the globe without a lever or a ful- 
crum. 

When he represented in Congress Democratic New Hampehire, 
he held the opinion, in common with all the learned political eco- 
nomists of the present age, “that the only way to protect industry 
was to let it alone.” He now thinks with the statesmen of the 
dark and despotic age of Queen Elizabeth, that a pig cannot be 
sold in the market or a cabbage raised, without a duty, a chart.r, 
| and a monopoly. 
| We are notthe enemies of well-regulated banks; for, we believe 
| they have become almost, as it were, a Necessary part of our in- 

stitutions; but, we think, a measure calculated in some d gree to 
| restrict their issues and lessen their numbers, will, so far, benefit 
| the hanks, as well as the community at large. 








Let every man read the Letter of Mr. Pothsett, and study it well. 

| Ie effectually uses up all the sophistry and nora: 

by the Whigs about the *‘Standing Aimy”? humbug. fter all, & 

seems their chic f was in fivor of the people “turnishing their own 

arms,” and being subject to the articles of war,” or Jobn Adama’ 
‘Sedition Bill.’’ 








